
The National Estuarine Research Reserve System’s 
coastal training program empowers local decision 

makers to make effective, science-based decisions that 
positively impact coastal ecosystems, communities, 
and economies.

Each of the 28 reserves employs a professional training 
coordinator who brings science and technology to 
coastal managers through a variety of means, including 
workshops, seminars, and technical assistance.

While training focuses on the coastal management 
challenges of a specific community, many topics 
are common throughout the coastal zone: habitat 
restoration, water quality issues, stormwater 
management, and land use concerns. The data and 
information provided are derived from each site’s 
research programs as well as the expertise available 

from the training coordinator’s large network 
of local and regional partners. This partnership 
approach also allows the training program to 
quickly respond to changing local needs.

Each reserve’s inclusion in the national network 
also provides great benefits. Because the overall 
research reserve system is housed within the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
(NOAA), coastal training coordinators have easy 
access to NOAA data and resources. The national 
system approach ensures professional continuity 
in delivery and content standards, and an ability to 
share information among the larger reserve family.

Knowing what works in one community is a great 
benefit to other communities facing similar issues.

COASTAL TRAINING PROGRAM
PROVIDING LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES FOR COASTAL LEADERS

OFFICE FOR COASTAL MANAGEMENT   www.nerrs.noaa.gov/training.html
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LIST OF RESERVES
Great Lakes
 1.  Lake Superior, Wisconsin
 2.  Old Woman Creek, Ohio

Northeast
 3.  Wells, Maine
 4.  Great Bay, New Hampshire
 5.  Waquoit Bay, Massachusetts

 6.  Narragansett Bay, Rhode Island
 7.  Connecticut (Proposed)

Mid-Atlantic
 8.  Hudson River, New York
 9.  Jacques Cousteau, New Jersey 
 10.  Delaware 
 11.  Chesapeake Bay, Maryland
 12.  Chesapeake Bay, Virginia

Southeast
 13.  North Carolina 
 14.  North Inlet-Winyah Bay, South Carolina
 15.  ACE Basin, South Carolina
 16.  Sapelo Island, Georgia
 17.  Guana Tolomato Matanzas, Florida

Gulf of Mexico
 18.  Rookery Bay, Florida

 19.  Apalachicola, Florida 
 20.  Weeks Bay, Alabama
 21.  Grand Bay, Mississippi
 22.  Mission-Aransas, Texas

West
 23.  Tijuana River, California 
 24.  Elkhorn Slough, California
 25.  San Francisco Bay, California

 26.  South Slough, Oregon
 27.  Padilla Bay, Washington
 28.  Kachemak Bay, Alaska

Paci�c
 29.  Hawaii (Proposed)

Caribbean
 30.  Jobos Bay, Puerto Rico


