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Summary

The Marine Fisheries Statistical Survey (MRFSS)
began in Puerto Rico in 1999 as an effort to moni-
tor marine recreational fishing on the Island. To
cover all aspects of recreational fishing, the pro-
gram was then divided into two main components:
first the evaluation of 3 modes of marine recrea-
tional fishing (shore, private boat and charter boat
fishing) and second, the monitoring and evaluation
of marine recreational fishing tournaments. In the
first component, fishermen are interviewed and the
following information is collected: catch, fish iden-
tification, length and weight of harvested fish, fish-
ing effort, location, bait, gear and socioeconomic
information (place of residence, target species,
expenses during the fishing trip, etc.)

In tournament monitoring; our personnel visit fish-
ing clubs and marinas to collect biometrical infor-
mation as well as information on tagged/ released
or lost fish and information on angler participation
and effort at these events. The events in this
group are unique due to the fact that anglers go
out to sea to compete for prizes for their catch or
releases.

These events target mostly pelagic species such
as Dolphinfish (Coryphaena hippurus), Blue Marlin
(Makaira nigricans), Sailfish (Isthiophorus platyp-
terus) and Wahoo (Acanthocibium solandri) among
others.

When combined with the information provided by
the angler interviews, we have a better perspective
on marine recreational fishing in Puerto Rico.

This brochure summarizes findings from the inter-
views of marine recreational fishermen during the
period of 2000-2013.

The methodology in this project consisted of on-
site interviews of fishermen at the end of their
fishing activity. All fishermen regardless of fish-
ing mode (shore, private or charter boat fishing)
responded to the same set of questions. The
information provided by fishermen was pro-
cessed and validated via telephone calls. This
was done with the intention of assuring the
quality of work of our interviewers and ask addi-
tional questions about their experience during
that day. With further and careful analysis of the
answers provided, the following results were
obtained.
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Anglers in the shore and private boat modes re- Fishing trips per mode (2000-2013)
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In biological terms fishing effort is defined as the amount
of time invested in the attempt to harvest fish. This part of
the measurement of the success fishermen have in
catching fish. Effort tendencies for marine recreational
fishing show that even though the amount of fishing trips
(“effort”) in some years has increased, total capture by
recreational fishers is declining rapidly.

Abordados/boarded

Percent of boarded vs released fish in shore fishing
2000-2013

Meanwhile, fishermen in charter boats reported that
most of their catch was released. For the most part,
chartered fishing trips are in pursuit of pelagic spe-
cies and/or species that are most valuable whel




