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P.O Box 9066600

Pta. de Tierra Station
San juan P.R. 00906-6600
Tel. (787) 724-8774

Fax (787) 723-4255

" Government of Puerto Rice
Deparunenrt of Nacursl
and Environmental Resources

1 MAR 1999

Mr. Joseph Uravitch, Chief

Coastal Programs Division
Office of Ocean and Coastal Resource Management

1305, East-West Highway
Silver Spring, MD 20810

Dear Mr. Uravitch:

We hereby submit for your consideration a proposed Routine Program
Change (RPC) of the Puerto Rico Coastal Management Program, consisting
of the following elements:

1. Changes to the list of areas recommended for future desicnation as
Natural Reserves. ’

The following areas are recommended to be added to the present list for
consideration as potential Natural Reserves:

Luis Peda Channel, Culebra Island
Desecheo Island coastal waters
Punta Yeguas, Yabucoa

Punta Guaniquilla, Cabo Rojo
Punta Belvedere, Cabo Rojo

* o & & o

Justification: These areas have been identified as of high ecological value
within PR public trust and should be designated as a natural reserve. The
proposed program change would indicate the action taken to fulfill the
recommendations of the PRCMP, under one of the four principal elements:
Guiding development on Public and Private Property.

As stated on page 166 of the approved document program, it may be
possible to establish additional reserves in the future, as the planning process

proceeds.

This change will require a revision of the list of areas for future designation as
it appears on page 165 and its comresponding map 29. Appendix C will also
need revision to add these areas.



ir. Jeseph Uravitch
Page-2-

2. To incorporate the extension of the seaward boundary of the coastal zone from thre
nautical miles to nine nautical miles. gursuant to the amendmeat to Act Jones, March 1;

1920,

Justification: Puerto Rico’s territorial waters were exiended by Cengress to three marin
leagues {equivalent to 10.35 terrestrial miles) in 1980. This definition was recognized i:
the definition of Puerto Rico's coastal waters adopted by Congress in 1990 as part of th:
Coastal Zene Reauthorization Act and Ammendments (CZRA).

This change will require modificaticn of PRCMP maps and appendix 3.

PRCMP Apcrovability Status

Both of these changes are considered to be elements of the process of routine progran
changes as defined by therFederal Regulations for the Coastal Zone Management Ac
(15 CFR Sec. 823.84). They should not affect the PRCMP approvability because they
are mirer program refinements, responsive to a continuing pianning process, without the
formafity of coastal zone boundary amendments or modification of basic policy.

They follow the same énforceable policies and authorities as originaily formulated in the
approved PRCMP.

‘Enclesed is a copy of the Public Notice, a listing of state and federal agencies and
individuals notified of the RPC and description of the areas.

We hereby request your concurrence with our determination that this action constitutes a

el

Reuting Program Change.

Plsase contact, Ms. Damaris Delgado at the Bureau of Coasis, Reserves and Refuges &
you require further inforrnation. She can be reached at (787) 721-7583.

Sincerely yc;rsD
73 S —
Daniel Pagén Rosa

Secretary

Encicsure

DLP/nav
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