Habitat Areas of Particular Concern:

Seasenal area closures in_.Puerto Rico -
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U.S. Caribbean Areas of Jurisdiction
Areas Jurisdiccionales del Caribe Americano

FEDERAL AND STATE WATERS AROUND PUERTO RICO
AND THE US VIRGIN ISLANDS.

EEZ.

state Waters O

International f BV I O

Puerto Rico State waters 9 nm (10.35 mi); USVI State waters 3 nm



Definitions

e EFH (essential fish habitat) means those
waters and substrate necessary to fish for
spawning, breeding, feeding, or growth to
maturity (Magnuson-Steven Fishery

Conservation and Management Act).
| -
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Definitions

e HAPCs are areas judged to be particularly
important to the long-term productivity of
populations of one or more managed species

e Whereas EFH must be described and
identified for each species and life stage in the
fishery management units (FMUs),




e HAPCs are identified on the basis of the
condition of the habitat. The Final Rule lists

the following considerations in the
designation of HAPCs (50 CFR 600.815 (a) (8)):

The importance of the ecological function provided by the
habitat;

The extent to which the habitat is sensitive to human-
induced environmental degradation;

Whether and to what extent development activities are or
will be stressing the habitat;

and
The rarity of the habitat type.




Name of Area
and location
Hind Bank,
St. Thomas

Tourmaline
Bank, West
coast PR

Lang Bank,
St. Croix

Mutton
snapper Area

Bajo de Cico,
West coast
PR

Abrir La
Sierra, West
Coast PR

Grammanik
Bank, St.
Thomas

Jurisdiction

Federal

Federal

Federal
/State

Federal
/State

Federal
/State

Federal

Federal

CFMC Managed Areas and shared jurisdiction management

Area (nm2)

16

16

15

9/(5.2 Federal)

9/(5.2 Federal) 2005/2007

~3

~3

Year
Implemented/
Changes in Species
management Protected
Red hind/all
1990 species
Coral/ all fish

species/lobster
1999 /conch

Red hind/all
1993 species

Red hind/all
1996 species

All
species/Corals
Red hind/all
1993 species
All
2005 species/Corals

Season

Dec-Feb

Year round

Dec-Feb

Dec-Feb

Year round

Dec-Feb

Year round

Federal/State ~2/(<1 Federal) 1993/1994/1996 Mutton snapper Mar-Jun

Federal

Federal
/State

~2/(<1 Federal)

9/(7.4 Federal)

Federal/State 9/(7.4 Federal)

Federal

Federal

Federal

6.88

All
2005 species/Corals

Red hind/all
1996 species

All
2005 species/Corals

Red hind/all
1996 species
All
2005 species/Corals
Yellowfin
grouper/all
2005 species

Year round

Dec-Feb

Year round

Dec-Feb

Year round

Feb-April

Management FMP

No fishing

No Take

No fishing

No fishing

No bottom
tending gear

No fishing
No bottom
tending gear

No fishing
No bottom
tending gear
No fishing
No bottom

tending gear

No fishing
No bottom
tending gear

No Fishing

RF Al

Coral A1

RF A2

RF Reg A2
/Administrative Order
96-09 DNER

SFA RF A3
/Regulation Num.
7326

RF A2

SFA /RF A3
RFA2 /USVI
code/RF Reg Al

SFA /RF A3

RF Reg A2
/Administrative Order
96-09 DNER

SFA RF A3
/Regulation Num.
7326

RF Reg A2

SFA /RF A3

RF Interim Rule




Yellowfin grouper

-

Red hind

¥ U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ)
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Spawning Aggregation

U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ)
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Abrir La Sierra Inner Wall




Abrir La Sierra Rhodolith Reef Benthos

Insular Slope — 30 m (Sessile-Benthic Community)




Abrir La Sierra Insular Slope 40m




Abrir La Sierra Slope 50m




Other HAPCs designated as those EFH areas having particular ecological significance

Marine Protected Areas
in the US Caribbean
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ID |Name Area (km) ID Name Area (km)
1 Isla de Mona Natural Reserve 1522.11 21 Bosque Natural de Boqueron Natural Reserve 5.02
2 Arrecifes de la Cordillera Natural Reserve 99.99 22 Arrecifes de Guayama Natural Reserve 4.44
3 Arrecifes de Tourmaline Natural Reserve 73.08 23 Bosque Estatal de Aguirre 4.36
4 Hind Bank Marine Conservation District 5547 24 La Parguera Natural Reserve 4.12
5 Virgin Islands Coral Reef National Monument 51.76| |25 Salt River Bay National Historic Park and Ecological Preserve 3.86
6 Bosque Estatal de Guanica Natural Reserve 36.36 26 Buck Island Reef National Monument 3.57
7 Red Hind SPAG West of Puerto Rico - Bajo de Cico 33.10( |27 Cas Cay-Mangrove Lagoon Marine Reserve & Wildlife Sanctuary 2.97
8 Red Hind SPAG West of Puerto Rico - Tourmaline Bank 29.76 28 Pantano Cibuco Natural Reserve 2.73
9 Red Hind SPAG West of Puerto Rico - Abrir La Sierra Bank 29.45 29 Bosque Estatal de Ceiba Natural Reserve 2.05
10 |Vvirgin Islands National Park 2294 |30 Laguna Joyuda Natural Reserve 1.79
11 |Cano Tiburones Natural Reserve 15.07[ |31 Punta Guaniquilla Natural Reserve 1.67
12 |Hacienda La Esperanza Natural Reserve 9.13 32 Punta Petrona Natural Reserve 1.51
13 |Bosque Estatal de Pinones Natural Reserve 8.89 33 Punta Yeguas Natural Reserve 1.25
El Pantano, Bosque de Pterocarpus y Lagunas Mandry y Santa 34 Tres Palmas de Rincon Marine Reserve 0.83
14 |Teresa Natural Reserve 8.84 35 Cabezas de San Juan Natural Reserve 0.83
15 |lobos Bay National Estuarine Research Reserve 7.48 36 Caja de Muertos Natural Reserve 0.41
16 |St. James Marine Reserve and Wildlife Sanctuary 7.06 37 Cliava:del Indic:Natiral Reserve 0.06
L (Canal Lo Pevis blatiirs) Reseris 6,36 38 Red Hind Spawning Aggregation Area East of St. Croix 11.70
18 |isla de Desecheo Marine Reserve 6.13 : p
19 |Bahias Bioluminiscentes de Vieques Natural Reserve 5.75 24 MUttOTI SIEIPRet Spaw-mng ACgEEpALON e i
20 |[Rio Espiritu Santo Natural Reserve 5.16 il b Sl Eas-t End Marlne Fairk - - - it
41 USCG Security Zone: Hovensa Refinery, St. Croix (estimated) 5.10
42 Grammanik Bank closed area (estimated) 1.46
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Area: 2251.85 km
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