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TABLE A-1 Typical Airborne Sounds and Some Sound Levels of Marine
Mammals

Typical sound in airf Water standard Air standard
marine mammal sound (dB re 1 uPa) (dB re 20 uPa SPL)
Thresheld of human hearing (1,000 Hz) [26] 0

Very quiet living room [66] 40

Seal threshold underwater (1,000 Hz) B0 [54]
Mormal speech (1 meter) [BE] &0

Beluga threshold (1,000 Hz) 100 [74]

Lion"s roar (10 meters) [116] a0

Jet airliner (10 meters) [130] 104

Fin whale call {100 meters) 140 [114]
Human threshold of pain (at ear drum) [166] 140

Some military artillery [1865] 160

Beluga echolocation call {1 meter) 220 [194]

Source: Adapted from Kryter (1985) and Richardson et al. (1991).
MNOTE: Bracketed levels are nominal levels after conversion to alternate
medium.










