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this natural event may be impaired by cronic stressors such
as siltation and pollutants.
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INTRODUCTION

The importance of the coral reef ecosvstem has been

mentioned and documented on numerous occasions by several

writers.

a)

b)

c)

d)

e)

In summary:
Reefs are among the most biologically productive
ecosystems containing a great variety of benthic
crganisms and providing a habitat for large num-
bers of juvenile fish of mwany species. Reefs
shelter and support the majority of fish and
:cfustéceans that are commercaally extracted from
our coastal processes.
Reefs provide a buffer against seas pounding
sharelines aﬁd m;derafe currents-the?eby influen-
cing the deposit and maintainance of sand on
beaches. As an example, the calm waters and depo-
sited sands of Luquillo Beach would be lost if
the protecting reefs were to disappear.
Fragments from dead coral or from other calcium
carbonate producing organisms which inhabit reefs
are the principal components of many Puerto Rican
beach sands. Many islets are a.so formed by the_
deposition of these.
Many organisms inhabiting reefs, such as algae
and certain soft corals, produce chemical subs-
tances with valuable medicinal properties.

Reefs are a recreational -resource for skin and



SCUBA diving.
f) Due to the fact that reefs are the most exten-
sive coastal communities of the earth and due
| to their complexitiy in terms of taxonomical
5 B diversity and trophic relations, these are of
- unlimited interest in the study of the dynamic
relations of biological processes.

The interest of this report is to give a general des-

crintion, status and localization of our reef resource

- - and to stimulate in the beginner science students the .
i curicsity and desire to initiate ecological studies of
! this most important and threatened ecosystem. We also
| - attempt to create a consciousness of the alarming rare |
of degradation of this practically non-remewable resource:
in the layman and to promote their right to publicly oppose
prdjeéts which may further endaﬁger the latter. Finally,
we intend to delineate guidelines, based on the analysis

of our and others' observations, for the management of

. the coral reefs in the best social interest.

B This document initially shows coral reef distribution

in the world and especially in the Caribbean Sea. Followin

is a mention of the physical and biclogical conditions

necessary for the development of coral reefs. Then, the
most common zonation patterns and the different reef types
are discussed. Reef distribution along the Puerto Rican
coasts is described based on published literature, Teports

and personal observations., Next are our conclusians and
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recommendations. Includ=i as appendices are profiles of

selected reefs and tables containing detailed data.

R o



Ohserve

er profile.

-
=

fMlg. 1.

Diver making an underws

sea fans in gorgonrian zone.



‘sydeafojoyd 1RII8® JOo uoiyBOO] & "BTA

LR L LEal B




METE2DS AND MATERIALS

Tris reef inventory was carried out during a one
vear period. Observations were limited to a maximum of
one day per reef and measurements were made only whenever
sea conditions, e.g. high water transparency and reduced
surge and wave action, permitted it.

Topographic profiles of the forereef were made with
a line marked every five merers. This-line was laid,
perpendicular to the shore, from the closest area of the
geéf flatr that sea conditions permitted te the windward
bése of the-reef. Denth measurements and observations
were made at five meter-intervals (or less where pertinent)
and recorded on an underwater slate (Fig. 1). Self con-
tained underwéiér breathing apparatus (SCUBA) was uséd
on areas where use of a snorkel was not appropriate.

The site of the preofile was chosen aftefianalyzing
2erial photography of the area and after making an under-
water reconnaissance of the reef, Occasionally a diver
was towed on an underwater sled to cover larger areas.

The area most representative of the forereef was selected.

Coral species diversity, equitability and living
cover were made with line transects according to a method
designed by Loya (1972) and later modified by Rogers (1977)
411 transects were 10 m long and parallel to depth contours
These were run with the aid of SCUBA.

Bléck and white photographs were taken with a Nikonos

e

III carera with a 35 mm lens,



Reefs where profil.- were not made due to diverse
reasons, are described - the Coral Reef Development in
Puerto Rico section.

All aerial photography is vertical unless otherwise
specified. The locality and area of cover is shown in
Fig. 2. The approximate areas where underwater profiles
were made is shown with a lime. Corresponding sections
of nautical charts are included with each vertical aerial
photograph.

Available north coast aerial photography was analyzed

and areas Qhere coral growth was suspected wére spot-checked
in the field with the aid of a boat towed underwater sled.
' The section Detailed Reef Information includes:
1) The fore reef profiles Sh&wing the distribution of
the most common species within each zone and 2) Tables
mentioning specific details of the zones or of the reef
as a whole.

The coral reef inventory does not include the islands
of Mona, Vieques, Culebra and Desecheo. For informatipgn
on the reef fauna of the first three the reader is reffered
to Cintron and Thurston (1975), Torres (1972) and Cintrén

et al (1974) respectively.



WORLDWIDE CORAL REEF DISTRIBUTION

Hermat -pi¢ or reef building corals, which are the
main components of the coral reef, flourish in tropical
zones with seawater temperatures ranging from 25-29°C.
These areas 1ire situated within a belt roughly bounded
by the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, imaginary lines
which are drawn around the earth 23.5° north and south
of the equator, Within this 4800 kilometer-wide belt,
coral reefs are abundant on the eastern shores of the
Americas, Africa and Australia, but far less common off
the western shores of these continents. Why is this? In
the Northern Hemisphere ocean currents are forced into
a clockwise c¢ircular movement by the earth’'s rotation
and associated wind aistribution {Coriolis effect). The
oppésite is true in the Southern Hemisphere. As é result,
warm water -travels toward the poles along the eastern shores
of the continents. On these shores, therefore, there is
a much wider extension of warm water suitable for vigorous
coral growth. On the western shores the reverse is true.
Cold waters running toward the equator, combined with
upwellings of cold water from the depths, greatly restrict
the extent of shoreline favorable to coral growth.

Non hermatypic or noﬁ-reef building corals, contrary
to hermatypic ones, are by no means restricted to the tropics
and can be found in the cold seas lying within the Artic

and Antartic circles as well as in the Norwegian fjcrds,



(T rocky shaores of the United States, Canada, ar’  the
ccasts of England and France. None c¢f these cold-water
corals, however, grow so actively or to such a size as
the larger reef corals of the tropics. Their form is
usually small and delicate rather than large and massive

(Smith, 1948).

e
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DISTRIBUTION WITHIN THE ATL~" '1C OCEAN

"Most coral reef development in the Atlantic Ocean
is restricted to the Caribbean and adjacent areas in the
southern Florida and the Bahamas. Although viable reef
production is nill north of southern Florida (due to low
winter temperatures), isolated hermatypic corals can
survive as far north as Cape Hatteras (35 N, see average
winter and summer temperatures in the Atlantic Ocean and
the Caribbean in Figs. 3, 4). One notable exception is
Bermuda which contains a surprisingly large number of
corals, but stilﬁ Tacks some of the most prolific West

Indian species such as Acropora palmata (Stoddart, 1969).

Also, these reefs appear to be only thin enc¢rustations
over Pleistocene rock (Milliman, -1973). The Gulf of
México is Easicaily an area of terrigenous sedimentation,
but some scattered marginal reef growth is present near
Veracruz, Mexico, together with many relict ccral and
algal mounds throughout wuch of the Gulf shelf (Milliman,
1973). The northern portion of this area, roughlg‘that
area north of a line passing through Progreso, Mex;co,
and Havana, Cuba, can be considered to be margina: tropics
in that winter temperatures cpmmonly fall below 22°C and
coral reef development is poor as compared with the central
and southern Caribbean.

Coral reef development in the Atlantic Ocean reaches
its southern limit off Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. These

communities are, however, biologically quite distinct from

those of the Caribbean and, as in Bermuda, lack many o7
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T;"' ECOLOGICAL Z(: ATEON =3miv !

Identifiable ecological zones are creaté@ by the
degree to which the various physical and topographical
factors positively or negativelv affect reef d;ganisms

throughout the reef area. The characterization of each

zone may, therefore, be based on the name of one key or-
ganism and/or the name of the physical factor or feature
I estimated to be of greatest importance to the ecology of

5 the zone. Overlap or combination of zones may occur

“anywhere as a result:of fhe'variedvgffect of tidal currents,

M .

wave action or bottom structure.

Following is a general scheme of reef zonation (lee-

ward to windward). It should be borne in mind that this
varies from location to locatiéﬁ"and even within the

same area.

(a) Reef apron -
The reef apron is the area of sediment accumulation
leeward of the reef flat. It is generally a barren area

'in the sense of epibenthic biota although in some cases

it is extensively burrowed by shrimps or holothurians
(sea cucumbers) which form mounds that sometimes cover

most of the barren sand areas (Mathews, 1974). It may

also contain beds of marine phanerogams (flowering plants)
such as turtle grass (Thalassia) and/or patch reefs.
Sand is primarily biogenic as in the case of Cayo Enrique,

La Parguera, where its principal constituents are mainly

P~
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ral and coralline algae fragments (Morelock et al,

(b) Reef flat - low wave action zone

This is a shallow area of sand and rubble that lies{

1behind the reef front. The depth may vary from 0 to 1 m.

Usually even though wave pounding is minimal, a very
strong cufrent is created by the outrushing of the water
accumulated by incoming waves which come over the reef
front.

* . During severe tropical.storms, large_quantities of

1iving coral are dumped into this area forming islets of

 considerable heights above sea level.

As depth decreases in this area, an important litto-

" ral community’; the mangrove forest,'may become established

creating a new habitat for many specieé of birds, fishes
and invertebrates. Mangrove trees may, at fie same time,
influence the surrounding reef habitat by providing a
nutrient subsidy by decomposition and exportation of leaves.
Corals present in this area are generally sturdy
encrusting and small branching such as Porites asteroides,

Porites porites and, to a lesser degree, Manicina areolata,

Favia fragum, Diploria clivosa, Agaricia agaricites, and .

Siderastrea radians. Corals present in this zone are

sometimes, as in the case of S. radians, very tolerant
to sedimentation and their distribution is influenced

by the presence of adequate substrates, such as coral

L3




fragmén®s, which favor tHeir establishment. N
Thalassia beds and their associated biota are also
common in this area.
(c) Reef crest; Millepora - zoanthid zone; Breaker
zone (Figs. 5,6).
This is the zone of highest wave energy and water

movement. Prominent organisms include Millepora compla-

nata (fire coral) and several species of-zoanthids (co-
lonial anemones) (Fig. 7). Sometimes this zone extends
above the low tide level forming emergent communities.
Under slightly lower energy régimes Millepora may be

replaced by the elk horn coral Acropora palmata.

Other organisms, very conspicuous in this are, include

the encrusting gorgonian Erythropodium caribgeorum, various ..

species of calcareous red algae and sea urchins.
| Even though a discussion of this subject is out of

the scope of this report, it should be mentioned that
recent studies have confirmed the existence of emergent
algae ridges, similar to those present in several Indo-
Pacific reefs which replace the Millepora zone (Glynn,
1976). This algal ridge is best developed in areas of
very high wave energy. '

(d) Acropora zone

This zone extends seaward from the bottom edge of
the Millepora zone and generally is monospecific contai-

ning, almost exclusively, the elk horn coral (Figs. 8,9,

10,11). Various forms of this coral are present depending
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Flg. 5. Dense M.

" complanata on Teef
crest. Note beginning
of reef flat in the ‘
background.

T

Fig, 6. Reef crest.

Fig. 7. Abundant colonial
anemones (zoanthids) in
the reef flat. Several
black urchins (Diadema
antillarum are present in

e background.




Fig. 8. A. palmata zone. Note 100% cover and high ver-
- ~ Tical relief.. : , ) '

A

Fig. 9. Large colony

of A. palmata shelte-
ring grunts (haemulon sp.
and goat fishes (Mulloi-
F;q; dichthys gp.)




rFig. 10.

A. palmata stand marginal to buttiress zone.

Fig. 11.

Distinct morphological shape of the staghd:n
coral (A. palmata).

-
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on the degree of exposure.

Other corals and different algae species may grow
on the protected substrate beneath the branches of the
elk horn coral.

° (e) Buttress - Montastrea annularis zone

Seaward of the Acropora zone there is usually a
small drop off where massive heads or buttresses of the

star coral Montastrea annularis occur (Figs. 12, 13).

Very large isolated colonies of the elk horn coral are
also:prgﬁenﬁ thus @féating an area of very high relief.
Soft corals or gorgonians, brain corals (Fig. 14) and

pillar coral (Fig. 15) also abound here.

... - This area with all its-stéep and narrow channels,

canyons, tunnels and towerlng coral heads provide a great

variety of habitats for reef organisms (Figs. 16, 17) and
is generally the area of highest biotic diversity. Large

patches of A. cervicornis shelter numerous fish (18).

(f) Reef fore slope - gorgonian - head coral zone

Beyond the buttress zone, the reef flattens out
towards its dase. Gorgonians (Fig. 19) are usually the
most frequent life form in this area, sometimes forming
dense forests. Between the gorgonians encrusting coral

such as Montastrea cavernosa, M. annularis, Siderastrea

siderea, Diploria labyrinthiformis and Porites asteroides

occur. Other corals present are Isophyllia multiflora,

Isophyllastrea rigida, Mycetophyllia lamarkiana, and

19



Fig. 12.

M. dnnularis buttress. Note large quantities

of plarktivorous fish. Transect line can be
seen in the background.

Fig. 13.

Diver making observations in buttress zone.
Observe large variety of invertebrates.

20
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—4 Fig. 14. Brain coral in buttress
zone. Observe goby lying on the
coral.

“Fig. 15. Colony of the pillar
coral Dendrogyra c¢ylindricus.
Note large stand of the elkhorn
coral (A. cervicornis) and a

gorgonian To the right of the
Photograph.




Fig. 16. School of surgeon fish (Acanthurus sp.) in the
buttress zone. Observe buttress to the rizht

of the picture.

Fig. 17. Lobsters (Panulirus argus) wheltering within
crevice in the buttress zone.

22
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Fig. 18. :Large staghorn colony sheltering a hamlet --

 (Hypoplectrus sp.)

Fig. 19. Gorgonian or
soft coral in the fore
reef slope. OCbserve
the dominance of gorgo-
nlans over scleracti-
nians (hard corals) in
this zone.




o
.......

24

Mussa angulosa. Sponges are also comﬁon heretéfig. 20).
A green turtle was observed in this zone (Fig:'zi). Usually,
corals growing near the base of the slope are heavily silted
and dead colonies are frequent.

Small patch reefs sometimes occur beyond the base of
the.slope. In areas where the reef base is shallower than
about seven meters a contiguous sea grass bed is present.
Normally a "halo" or non vegetated stripe occurs adjacent

to the reef base as a consequence of reef fish grazing

(See Fig. 221.
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DIFFERENT REEF TYPES
a) Rock reef
Rock reefs are shallow eolianite platforms thinly
veneered by stony corals. These will be discussed upon
the description of Puerto Rican north coast.
b) Fringing reef
Fringing reefs grow marginal to the coast and are
separated from the latter by a shallow lagoon generally not
exceeding a couple of meters and sometimes nearly exposed ’
to the atmosphere. )
| éj-Pétch reef - - ' t
These are isolated coral colonies usually surrounded
by a sandy bottom and occuring close to shore. They are
irregular in shape. S - i o
) Jaj Bank or ribbbnvreefs
Bank reefs are developed on calcarenite cuestas or
on droﬁned synclines. These will be discussed in detail in
the description of the southwest coast.
e) Barrier reef
These are sually emergent reefs separated from and
by a deep and wide lagoon.
f) Atolls
Atoll are oval hsaped reefs rising from deep water
and surrounding a lagoon in which there is little or no land.
They develop, usually but not always, on the gradually sub-

3iding cones of extinct volcanoes.
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Fig. 20. Sponge (center) and massive corals (fore and
background) in the fore reef slope.

Flg. 21. murtle (probably Chelonia mydas) in the fore
reef slope. -
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Barrier reefs and atolls are not found within the
Puerto Rico shelf or in its v1c1n1ty altﬂguéh‘che;e types
are found in the Caribbean. The best known and largest
barrier reef in the Caribbean flanks the coast of Brittish
Honduras (Belize) which stretches for more than 200 km and
has’lagoon depths or more than 20 m. The best known Caribbean
atolls are Hogsty Reef, Alacran Reef, Light House Reef,
Glover's Reef and Serrana Bank. These are found off the coast
of Honduras, Belize and the Yucatan Peninsule.

These def1n1t10ns should be used carefully due to the

common - occurrence of intermediate forms
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ECOLOGICAL CONTROTS OF REEF GROWTH

The environmental controls of local coral growth

and of general reef distribution have been summarized

by Stoddart (1969).

Physical and chemical determinants

(a) Light Intensity

Most hermatypic (reef building) corals grow
at depths of less than 25 m and maximum growth rates
appears in depths less than 10 m. Thls has been explalned
"in terms of the 1ncrea51ng concentratlon of suspended
sediments with depth (Wood-Jones, 1910) but the critical
control seems~to be 1llum1nat10n (Gardiner, 1930). This
;decrease in llght intensity W1th depth limits photosyn~
thesis by the symbiotic algae present in coral endodermal
tissue which play an important role in the process of calcium
deposition.

It should be pointed out here that recent observa-
tions of deep reef slopes by means of submersibles have
shown that certain species of hermatypic corals extend
up to 100 m depth though in general, they cease to be
framework constructors at about 70 m (Lang, 1974; Colin,
1974, Lang et al., 1975; Ginsburg and James, 1973, 1976;
Neumann and Ball, 1970; Porter, 1973).

Light penetration is limited by turbidity as well
a8 depth. Weak reef growth, especially in shallow waters

on leeward reefs, has been explained by turbidity of

g
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the water.
(b) Temperature
The effect of cold water currents on coral reef
distribution has already been discussed in the previous
section.

Corals also have an upper temperature tolerance
limit. Vaughan (1919) found that the highest temperature
endurable by West Indian reef corals is about 36°C. Edmon-
son (1929) presented similar data for Hawaiian species.
Temperatures close to these sometimes occur in stagnént”
waters of shallow reef lagoons during extreme low tides,

thereby precluding coral growth or killing established

- cOrals. -

(¢) Salinity ‘ h
Torrential rain on wide shallow reef flats or
coincident with low spring tides may lower local saiini-
ties and lead to physiological damage or death. Goenaga
and Canals (1979) observed mass mortalities of Millepora

complanata (fire coral) during heavy rains on the Puerto

Rican east coast.
(d) Emersion
Exposure to the atmosphere during tidal cycles,
especially if coincident with midday sunshine or with
rainfall, mayllead to coral death (Edmonson, 1929). Dura-
tion of emersion is obviously an important factor (Sto-

ddart, 1969). Mass mortalities of echinoids and other

3
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reef flat organisms coincident with midday, low water
exposures in La Parguera, Puerto Rico, has been reported
by Glynn (1968). As with other detrimental factors,
coral survival varies with the species.
- (e) Water turbulence

Wave turbulence and energy are certainly impor-
tant controls of coral growth. Storr (1964), based on
studies of the Abaco reef tract, Bahamas, concludes that
wave thrust is the environmental factor which results in
-ecological separation of the various reef organisms.
Apparently, extreme‘turbulence or extreme absence of it
is detrimental for certain species of corals. While water
movement has an important direct physical effect, it is _
aléé responsible for bringing Supplies of fresh water and:-
nutrients to corals. Removal of CO,"1is related also to
degree of water turbulence (Stoddart, 1969).

(f) Sedimentation

Sedimentation as a control of reef growth in
Puerto Rico has been stressed recently by workers such
as Cintron et al (1973), Kolehmainen (1974), Loya (1976),
and Rogers (1977). Branching corals are relatively better
able to withstand sedimentation than massive corals; others
especially with large polyps, have developed efficient
Tucus and ciliary cleaning mechanisms (Yonge, 1935; Mar-
shall and Orr, 1931). The role of sedimentation in island-
wide corai distribution in Puerto Rico has been discussed

by Keye (1959) and Almy and Carrion-Torres (1963).

*



-landing of the former.~

(g) Storms . |

The major cause of catastrophic coral mortality
on reefs is destruction during tropical storms. This
destruction is mostly mechanical. Colonies are uprooteéd,
carried above sea level or into deep water or fragmented
in situ by wave action. In some cases, though, corals
may survive the storm but later succumb to changed envi-
ronmental conditions resulting from it (Stoddart, 1969).
Glynn et al (1965) reported on minor hurricane Edith in
1963 in Puerto RlCO. Wlnds less than 90 km/hr. caused
extensive coral destructlon espec1ally of branchiﬁg

corals. During the course of this study, we observed the

disastrous effects of two tropical storms (Dav1d Frede-

ric, Sept. 1979) on, the outer east coast and especially
on the southern coastal reefs. Damage was most obvious
at the shallow A. palmata zone where these corals were
ripped off and overturned causing damage at the same time

to massive corals which were extensively bruised by the

Stoddart (1963) also reported very extensive reef
damage on the British Honduras reefs resulting from ano-
ther tropical storm in 1961. .

(h) To this list, other not so natural environmental
controls may be added. These are different kinds of man-
made pollution. Johannes (1975) has given an extensive

account of forms of environmental degradation caused by




33

man which are detrimental to coral growth. Among others,
erosion caused by upland deforestation, sanitary effluents,
thermal effluents; dredging, chemical spills and bombing
have been pcinted out as unquestionable degraders of coral
reef communities.

The environmental controls mentioned in this list
may act in isolation (as single factors) but most frequently
synergistically (in conjunction) where the sublethal effects
of one are aggravated by the presence of another. The
gffgéf pfwthése‘hay'bé summarized as folloﬁs:

(1) Upland deforestation

Natural erosion is an essential process without
~which we would have’no soil, and the_dglivery by rivers

of nutrient-ladégﬂéoil to the ocean enhances mérine'pfo-
ductivity. In excess, however, and due to excgfsive upland
deforestation or bad land management, siltation of erosion
Products leads to decreased productivity of coral reef
communities and, ultimately, to their destruction. Exposure
of reefs to brackish, siltladen water associated with flood
runoff has probably been the single greatest cause of reef
destruction historically (Johannes, 1975). Undoubtedly

some damage is natural, but aiso there can be no doubt

that bad land management has greatly magnified the problem.
Maragos (1972) has reported extensive reef damage in southern
Kaneohe Bay, Hawaii by terrigenous sediments. Van Eepoel

and Grigg (1970) report that in large areas of Lindberg Bay,
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.St. Thomas, most corals and other°sessi.é ahimals have

live cIdserd on the average, to their lower oxygen -limit

been destroyed and conditions remain unsuitable for their
establishment due to sedimentation caused by bulldozing,
construction and the surfacing of land that drains into

the bay. A subsequent survey (van Eepoel et al., 1971)

indicated that conditions were rapidly worsening. Damage
to reef communities due to accelerated terrigenous sedi-
mentation has also been observed in Tanzania by Ray (1968)
and in the Seychelles by Vine (1972).

' (2) sanitary effluents

The relation between organic or nutrient enrich-
ment and lowered, stressful oxygen levels is well known.

Johannes (1975) has pointed out that tropical marine qrgaq;smi

than biota in colder waters. Kinsey (1973) observed that ;

oxygen levels artificially depressed only slightly below

normal levels on a healthy reef caused the death of many

reef inhabitants. Depressed oxygen levels in reef and

near reef environments subjected to sewage effluents have E

been reported by Bathen (1968) and Wade et al. (1972).
(3) Thermal effluents

Tropical organisms -1ive at temperatures only a
few degrees below their upper lethal limit (Mayer, 1914).
Consequently, the threat of destruction or alteration of
marine communities by overheating is greatest in the Tropics-j

Heated effluent from a power plant in Guam led to extensive
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destruction of reef cora’s (Jones and Randall, 1973).
Jokiel and Coles (1974) reported on the impact of thermal
effluent on corals in Hawaii. Nearly all corals in water
4-5°C above ambient were killed.
(4) Dredging

Brock et al. (1966) give a detailed account
of the destruction of corals and reduction of fish and
echinoderm population at Johnston Island due to siltation
btought about by dredging. Deterioration of reef commu-
n1t1es continued for at least a year after dredglng ceased
because of contlnual resuspen51on of sedlments Grlgg )
and van Eepoel (1970) observed the destruction of hard

Af-
corals due to sedimentation associated w1th the release

of clays brought about by the dredge removal of overlying™’
sand in Water Bay, St. Thomas. Apart from siltation,
dredging can also cause an increase in chemical oxygen
demand which may constitute an additional stress (Johannes,
1975). Also, alterations of reef topography through
dredging, filling or underwater construction will alter
current velocity and directions which influence reef
2onation and may alter settling and survival patterns
(Hpbbard, 1974). Examples of reef damage through dredging
activities are numerous in the literature.
B (5) Bombing

An account of the disastrous effect of Naval

Baneuvers on coral reefs off northern and southern eastern

i



Vieques, P.R. is given by Rogers et al. (1978). uy--

Biological determinants

Bioerosion or the presence of certain organisms
which bore into the reef framework have been shown to
control reef growth in the deep fore reef of Bahamas,
Jamaica and Belize (Lang, 1974; Colin, 1974; Neumann and
Ball, 1970; Porter, 1973; Lang et al.; 1975; Ginsburg
and James, 1973, 1975). An example of this are the boring
sponges which weaken coral skeletons and holdyfasts, thus

influgpéing tHe size and growth forms of corals which

live at their lower depth limit (Hartman and Goreau, 1970).

Other biological processes such as competitive inter-

actions, bioturbation (small scale distruptions) and

predation also assume an increasing influence on commu-
nity structure in deeper and more diverse reef assem-

blages (Glynn, 1976; Lang, 1973).




CORAL REEF DEVELOPMENT IN PUERT:! ‘RICO

Individual coral colonies grow almost everywhere in
ball four coasts of Puerto Rico. Coral reefs, as such,
" however, are present only where favorable conditions
are present,

Reef development along the western two thirds of the
north coast of the Island is poor. Kaye (1959) summarized
‘the possible factors affecting the distribution of coral
reefs on the north coast. He pointed out that the water-
'Ehed of the' north coast is the largest of the Island, in

:iboth area and volume of discharge, and the large volume
t"“:of silt-laden waters from the north coast rivers may be
;;;the most imbortaﬁt-f;ctor inhibiting coral growth. The .

.importance of salinity and ligﬁi penetration fof'coral
growth has been mentioned ea;lier in this report. Flood .
discharges from the several large rivers reduce the sali-
nity of the coastal waters near their mouths. Alter
heavy rains the long plume of muddy river water off the
mouths of the rivers (generally diverted to the west)

may interconnect one major rivér mouth with the next, and
form a widespread apron of turbid, low salinity water
along much of the coast. The‘possibility that these
turbid waters are responsible for inhibiting reef growth
is given some support by the fact that well formed reefs
occur only east of the mouth of the eastern most major

river Espiritu Santo. Kaye also mentions that because
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of the large storm waves that rake the north coééf from
time to time, reefs growing on sandy or muddy bottoms

in relatively shallow water have particularly unstable
foundations. Most known :eefs in Puerto Rico are in sha-
llow water and a majority of them rest on a platform
with depths that are within the range of large stomm

waves that would stir up the sand and mud and, in general,

both destroy the foundation of young reefs that are struggling§

to establish themselves and smother them in the stirred-

-up sediment. § L o S
Anofher factor may be the bossible bevelling of the

shelf area by intense wave action which removed any pro-

jections above the bottom that would provide a suitable

-~ place for reef devélopment.

It should be mentioned here that intensive upland

deforestation during the last 30 years has probably in-
gf creased sediment runnoff aggravating this situation.
The possible presence of "luxurious deep reefs"

between 30 and 100 meters in the north coast of Puerto

Rico has been mentioned by Kolehmainen and Biaggi (1975)

11 based on the presence of these in the north coast of

Jamaica..- We, however, question this assumption due to

the very different wave regimes and much lower precipi-

tation on the Jamaican north coast.

East of San Juan lies a discontinuous chain of poorly

developed and heavily stressed rock reefs trending in a
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general east-west direction and extending close to 1.5 ku

{i:

offshore (Fig. 23). These, from their alignment with
eolianite ridges are interpreted to consist of a relatively
thin coral veneer growing on a shallow eolianite platform-
which, in some cases (e.g. Isla Piedra, and Isla Cancora)
rise above tidal level (Kaye, 1959).

Off of Punta Las Marias reef patches occur which
typically are moundlike and rise to within a couple of
meters of the surface. The center of the top of these
small mounds consist of peagjborais'iimméd on its bordgrs i

by the elkhorn coral (Acropofa'balmata) and on its lower

slopes by sea fans and other gorgonians.

Northwest of Boca de Cangrejos lies what was a well
developed. reef systeﬁ. -Here, extensive‘égfél formations
were common from the surface down to 10 meters in fairly
‘clear waters. This reef was virtually destroyed by sedi-
ments derived from extensive dredging within Torrecilla
Lagoon and organic sediments discharged into this same
lagoon by sewage treatment plants. At present, barely
any living coral exists below approximately 1.5 m.

Stony corals are present on the rock reefs and beach
rock platform at Punta Vacia Talega (Fig. 24). Most are
encrusting growths and not major contributors to reef
construction or maintainance. These are most abundant
along the northern side of the inner reef. Millepora

complanata is the most abundant coral near the surface



Fig. 23.

Line of rock reefs (Trending east to west) offshore
San Juan. o
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Fig. 24,

Heavily silted reefs off Punta Iglesias and Punta San
Agustin (center). Punta Vacia Talega can be seen at
the left of the picture.
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of these rock reefs. Diploria and Isophvllia are also

common on deeper areas. Soft corals are present on pro-

tected areas. g%

Scattered patch reefs*breaklng the surface. are found
‘between Purita, 131881as and Punta San Agustln iFig 24).

Even though they do not form a cont1nuod§“barr1er they

have formed an effectlve ‘wave energy absorb1ng structure

At present the patches adjacent to shore are dead probably

1wy
-~ -

by 511tat10n Water condltlons here are characterlzed

‘ by high lewels of’suspended particles and low v151§§ﬂlty .:f’

Water quallty and health of corals 1ncreases offshore,gA -

~:r=~‘

v

living coral being present only in the ShaLlow (1-3 m) :f:fffﬁ

depths of the outermost reefs. Slgns of*sharp eroslon SNRC O

s o <_i$ - —

= are evident: at the base of the reefs._:fféff””

Farther east, on the north and west side of Punta
Miquillo and on the nerth and east side of Punta Picﬁa,
are fringing reefs which average about a quarter of a
mile wide (Fig. 25). It is probable that both Punta
Miquillo and Punta’Picua were formerly sand cays developed
from these reefs, which since have been tied to the main-
land by a broad marsh and narrow sand tombolos. These
two reefs, specially that of ‘Punta Miquillo, are in very
poor health situation with very low living coral cover
and diversity. The Punta Miquillo reef has suffered )
serious perturbations and partial destruction of its com-

ponents as a result of the dredging of a channel parallel




Fig. 25. Fringing reefs off Punta Migquillo and Punta Picua.

Annular reef off Rio Mameyes is seen to the center
right of the photograph.
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to the shoreline which affected the structural integrity
of the reef framework and created a silty environment,
due to resuspension by wave action, which is detrimental
to corals. Punta Percha is part of the same system exhi-
biting similar conditons but slightly higher living
coral cover. |
Ensenada Comezon (Fig. 25) is lined with numerous
patches covered principally by algae. Stony corals cover v
these to a lesser extent. The patches, more than a couple

of meters in relief, present neo distinct zonation. (Coral

species present are M. lamarckiana, A. agaricites, M. squar-

rosa, P. asteroides, and P. strigosa. Surrounding waters

are generally very turbid.

L wa large patch reefs occur offshore from_fhe-mouth
of Rio Mameyes. Both are roughly circular (300-500 m in
diameter) and with an exposed shoal of coarse sand (mainly
Halimeda) and broken pieces of coral. They consist mainly
of shallow grass beds incised by north-south trending

sand channels. The underwater edge of the island is
fringed with a narrow band of coral of which less than

20 per cent is alive. The seaward edge also contains en-
crusting coqalline‘algae. The fore reef consists of a
steeply sloping coral pavement, sparsely covered with
living corals and terminating in a barren sand flat. Corals

Present are Acropora palmata, Montastrea annularis, M. caver-

nosa, and Diploria strigosa. The general low diversity




here is apparently due to silting by the out flow of Rio
Mameyes. These islets and their surroundings were heavily

impregnated with Bunker oil during an oil spill in December

21, 1978.
° East of this reef system there is a complex of barrier,
fringing and patch reefs which are responsible for the
formation of Luquillo Beach (Fig. 26). Some of these

probably rest on rock foundations with the éxception of

those northwest of Luquillo which occur at considerable

" distances from rock out crops and therefore may be built

on sand or mud. These reefs have undergone various stages

of degradation. The fringing reefs surrounding the northern

‘and eastein end of .the beach show degradation in the sez-

‘ward edge where growth has been limited to the upper

three meters. _
East of Luquillo water trénsparency increases gra-
dually and reef exhibit slightly higher living coral cover.
East of Rio Juan Martin are a series of patch and

fringing reefs which have been described by Torres (1973).

Coral species diversity here is low, A. palmata, S. sidereas,

D. strigosa, and M. cavernosa being the most common species.

The areas of highest abundance, namely the outer reef
flats, had 30 per cent coral coverage. Torres did not
observe significant coral growth below 3 m depth. Reduced
illumination, caused by silt particles in suspension,

appears to be the limiting factor. The seaward edge is




46

1g. 26. Punta Percha with fringing reef protecting Lugquillo Beach.



characterized by overhanging ledges. In scme areas
these ledges have collapsed creating crevices and cave-

like structures. The presence of uneroded dead coral

-

masses, mainly of A. palmata, -suggest a recent death.

Pumping activities of qi;er'accﬁmulated in sand extrac-

~ tion pits was observed by Torres.- These activities are

“an additional stress to these already stressed coral coFe-

nies.

A reef system fringes thé area comprised between .

' ‘ west of Cabeza Ch1qu1ta ta Cabo—San Juan (Fig-.. 27)

This reef is also undergoxng rapld'degradatlon from the

=

» effects of siltation and also from systemlc extraction .

- e .
R e ¥8 - . I

of corals for sale. The northernmost;port;on,of this:, -

.kﬁéfﬂﬁas a very shallowvreéfgpiatfdrﬁ'(parfuof‘théimentipned

system) which terminates at the beach after mérging into
a shallow Thalassia and algal bed. -Corals are actively
growing along an eastern channel edge and back reef.
Northward of the reef crest is a steep slope terminating
abruptly in a sand flat. Fire coral is very abundant

in this reef's crest.

The best reef development on the northeast coast is
found in the fringing reefs formed around the string of
islets which overlie La Cordillera, a shallow, narrow
submarine ridge approximately 18 miles long which trends

east-southeast from the northeastern most tip of Puerto

Rico to Culebra (Fig. 28). These reefs are of high quality,

-
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Fig. 27. Reef fringing area from Cabeza Chiguita to Cabo San Juan.
Observe also reef fringing eastern coast of Las Cabezas.
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Icacos, westernmost islet of La Cordillera.

Fig. 28
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in terms of diversity, high l:iving coral cover, and extensive-
ness. The islets of La Cordillera, specially Icacos and
probably all (Kaye, 1959) are not reef constructions but
are composed of oolitiéféblianite which was deposited and
partially submerged somertiﬁé.previdus to the development
of the reefs. Most of fHé?e'are.high;islands and generally
possess land “and/or beach_vegetaifbﬁ; Rock reef fringes
two thirds of Icacos-north shore. "Corals here cover less
than 50 per cent of tﬁ;_aﬁégiéblégsurface area (Mckenzie
Eﬁdiﬁentbn;-1972).,16f%7the southwestern shore of Icacos

is a more pfatécted arééAggich exhibits fairly high coral
development. South of the main line of La Cordillera reefs
but ;till on-thé same platform there lie the Palominos
(Fig;72§) complex and CayovLaigo (Fig. 30), two other reefs
of high biotic quality and extensiveness. Between these
and the mainland lie some other islets (Fig. 31) posse-
ssing highest reef development on their eastern shores.
Palominos and Isla de Ramos are the tops of partially
submerged hills according to Kaye (1959). Ridges of the
former continue south and east as large shallow submerged
banks. The degree of development appears to be related
directly to the distance from the mouth of Rio Fajardo.
Palominitos, Isleta Marina, and Cayo Ahogado have been
formed by wave deposited sand and coral fragments atop

a reef platform. These rise only less than 3 m above

sea level and are susceptible to occasional drastic wave

-




Fig. 29.

Palominos

e

i
r

and Palominitos (southern sandy islet) off Fajardo.
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Fig. 30.

1 Km

-
e,

Cayo Largo, off Fajardo.
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Fig. 31. 1Islets and reefs off Fajardo. From the bottom Isla de
Ramos, Cayo Ahogado and Isleta Marina (Cayo Cbispo and
Cayo Zancudo) are seen.
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erosion, espacially Palominitos and Ahogado. £

Fringing the mainland, an extensive but dying reef
borders the coast from northeast Cabo San Juan to the
north end of Punta Sardinera (Fig. 27). The entrance
to,B;h{a Las Croabas is protected by this reef. From
Playa Sardinera to Punta Barrancas there are no coral
reefs fringing the coast probably because of the influence
of the Rio Fajardo which carries significant amounts of -
silt. Narrow coral reefs, however, project eastward about
450 m from Punta Barrancas and Mata Redonda (Fig. 32).
There is a shéilow reef in the northern Bahia Démajagua
which rises abruptly from about 2 m to the reef crest
(about .3 p). Coral growth and reef development is not
.73itensive. Going we;tﬁard theré.iq a-déep boulder coral
zone which merges into a Acropora zone and is followed
by the reef crest where fire coral predominates. West-
ward is a grass bed with thick mounds of P. porites and
extensive zoanthid carpets. Sea fans and other gorgonians
are present east of the boulder zone (McKenzie and Benton,
1972).

0ff Medio Mundo, Ceiba, is Isla Pifieros (Fig. 33)
with moderate coral growth on its northern and eastemn
coasts and Cabeza de Perro. This latter islet was used
by the U.S. Navy for bombing practices and marine life
is wanting.

South of this point up to Punta Lima the coast is

fringed principally by Thalassia meadows although occasional
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Fig. 33. 1Isla Pifleros and Cabeza de Perro off Medio Mundo, Ceiba.
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small fringing and patch reefs occur.
Some of these fringing reefs of the east coast pro-
bably rest on sand or mud foundations judging from their
~location at the edge of tidal swamps (Kaye,_i???). These,
mfor the most part seem to grow from a 6-7 mefefs deep
platform. Also, many patch reefs that do not reach inter-
tidal level occur off this stretch of coast.

The high levels of light penetration, typical of

the south eastern end of the island, firnds its limit at

. Punta Lima. West of this point the coastal waters become

turbid due to a series of sediment laden rivers and creeks
that sharply reduce its transparency. The first signi-

ficant one is Rio Anton Ruiz which is occasionally dredged

and pumped. Another source of siltation is the recent
development of Palmas del Mar at Humacao which has cleared
the vegetation in extensive areas of steep slopes and loose
soil. Erosion here has been so extensive that deep scars,
which have resulted in damage to beach and coastal commu-
nities, are evident in the washed soil. Here occur several
islets such as Cayo Santiago and Cayo Batata (Fig. 34)
which present some coral growth specially in shallow

waters and in areas open to sea (facing §outh). Surpri-
singly dense 90 per cent living elkhorn coral stands inter-
mingled with gorgonian and head corals occur close to the
surface. Coral cover diminishes drastically with depth
giving way to areas of very sparse soft coral growth. It

appears that water movement caused by the incoming waves
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Flg. 34, Cayo Santlago (upper right) and Cayo Batata (center) off
Humacao. Several submerged patch reefs, including Bajo
Parse, can be seen south of Cayo Santlago.
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is cufficient to keep coral colonies free of sedimer.
but at the same time water transparency is too low to
permit coral growth except in the shallow depths. Sub-
merg:d. sheals- w1th sparse cdthl grow@h also.occur occa-~
§;§ﬁally off Humacao. An. example of thls is BaJo Parse
(Fig. 34), which consists of numerouswgorgonlans; small

head corals and “extensive patches of the encrusting

sponge (Anthosigmella varians. Depth is Rever more than

about 5 m. T

o — - - . —

Adéquate ecologlcal condltlons for the successful

growth of corals do not exist at present in most areas

of theyYabucoa Bay ~ The annular reef located at the
--solthern pazx~of the bay,(Eig, 35) is not an exception
and, in spita of the fadt that affeéfliving.coraig are
found there, several other biological indices fro; orga-
nisms thriving there indicate that environmental condi-
tions existing at present interfere with the nommal
growth of corals. These conditions seem to be the influ-
ence of fresh water coming from the rivers, ravinés, and
creeks which empty into the bay and resuspension of fine
sediments by propellers from the heavy ship traffic.
Characteristics of this annular reef are: (1) the scattered
growth of A. palmata and many other dead corals, (2) the
macroscopic algae colonizing the dead or dying corals,

(3) the luxurious growths of large benthic marine algae

among the corals, (4) the establish of marine phanerogams,
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' Fig. 35a. Annular reef off Yabucoa Bay.
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35b. Non vertical aerial photograph -  the same reefl.
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mainly Cymodocea among the corals, (5) the scarcity of Chmdemton

reef Foraminifera and the presence of Foraminifera not
characteristic of coral reefs (Diaz-Piferrer, 1969; and
Seiglie, 1969).  About 5.5 nautical miles east of Yabucoa
Bay there is a reef called La Conga by native fisherman.
This reef was not visited but presumably it forms part

of the submerged barrier reef which borders most of the
southern shelf of the Island which I am going to describe

later.

- Sargeant Réef, .3 km. southeastward of Punta Tuna
is i.08 km long and .1 km wide at its widest point.
Because it breaks the force of the southeast swell, the
reef affords protection from the southeast for the shore-
line in thé Vicinify of- Punta}Tuna where the reef is from
.12 to 18 km from shore. This reef is of a high quality

in terms of living coral cover and diversity. It presents

a reef flat with abundant A. cervicornis thickets. Following

south is an area of reduced A. palmata growth with high

‘encrusting algal cover. This area gives way to a very

dense Porites biotope (with patches larger than 100 square
meters in some areas) which alternates with overwash colo-
nies of A. palmata. Farther - -seaward is an area of dense,
100 per cent cover of A. palmata which is reduced gradually
south merging with an area where gorgonians predominate.

A fringing reef extends almost continually for four
miles aiong the coast between Cabo Mala Pascua to Puerto

-

Patillas. This is exposed at low tide and protects a low
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sandy apron which lies at the foot of the Sierra de
Guardarraya. A similar highly stressed reef is respon-
sible for the seaward protection of Punta Figue?as
(Fig.~36). Partially responsible also for the protection
of this area and Puerto Arroyo is Arrecife Guayama (Fig. 37)
about .6 to .9 km off Punta Figueras. This reef is

very extensive (nearly 5 kilometers) but is partially
affected by siltation rendering an average low living

coral cover. The reef flat of Arrecife Guayama is frag-

- mented in, -small buttressess with fire of elkhorn coral

on their tops depending apparently on the degree of expo-
sure. The finger coral is also an important component

of -these structures. The Acropora palmata zone has a

very low cover and ﬁigh mortarity of standing colonies.
Seaward is a zone of small sized gorgonians and dead stag-

horn coral (A. cervicornis) which increases its depth

gradually up to the shelf edge. Westward of this reef
are the Corona and Algarrobo patch reefs which appear
relatively healthy and not much affected by siltation.
South of Las Mareas, Guayama, lies Arrecife Las Mareas
(Fig. 38) which is nearly totally devoid of living coral.
The death of this reef is probably due to*siltation by
Guamani River east of Punta Ola Grande. Tongues of silt
have been observed spreading predominantly westward from
the mouth of this river (Torres, 1978). High seas and

heavy surf action prevailing in this open beach maintain
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Fig. 36. Fringing reef off Punta Figueras.




Sh B M 0 o Li i

§
| Km
(- I
. Fig. 37. Arrecife Guayama south of Punta Figueras.




Fig. 38. Arrecife Las Mareas off Guayama (lower right).
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the silt in suspension. Furthermore, the rock jetty
protecting the entrance to Puerto Las Mareas, blocks the
westward movement of the silted waters retaining them on
the eastern side. Exten51ve dredgfng operatlons took
place here for the constructlon ef‘the artlflcial harbor

at Las ﬁgieas and may have“concrlbutedhto hlgh sediment

" levels. R C f;?fi‘** ST .
Southwest of Punta Pozuelo extends a frlnglngnbarrler -

reef called Cayos Caribe for a d1§¥ante of about 2.5 km.-

As part of tﬁe same reef system, but a£V1ded from it and

each other by shallow-channels are Cayus de Barca and ;;1,a§§

Cayos: de Pajaro (?18~ 39) Theew fam -a dlgtlnc?arc _

that effect1vely2protect§?:he* ntran:slmf.ﬁafw

‘§1aIIY‘Cayq§Ear1be, -

e 2

are a score of narrow sand cays fringiﬁ by mangrove vege-

tation and oriented normal to the reef margin which are
separated from each other by drainage channels. These
channels drain the water that washes over the higher,
outer margin of the reef to the bay (Kaye,-1959). Living
coral cover is moderate and increases westwaxd.

Numerous offshore keys occur south of Salinas (Fig. 40)
and Santa Isabel (Fig. 41). These are, west from Cayos
de Pajaros, Cayo Morrillos, Cayos de Ratones, Arrecife
Media Luna, Cayo Alfefiique, Cayos de Caracoles, and Cayo
Cabuzasos. These are in very healthy state with high

living coral cover and support rich benthic and nekton

i —
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Fig. 39. Cayos de Barca, Jobos.
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Fig. 40.

Reefs off Salinas.
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Fig. 41.
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Reefs off Santa Isabel.
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populations. Most of them except Medi: Luna have mangrove
vegetation in various stages of development. Crescent-
shaped Cayo Alfefiique, with its arms projecting to the
northwest, shows the importance of the sou@&g&@& w1nds -and
_the northwest and westerly currents in the molding of these
features (Kaye, 1959). o | o

Cayo. Berberfa (Fig. 42) west of Cayo Cabuzasos has
an'exten51ve iiiqglng reef lylng on its eastern and
southern shores._ Cof%I”development reaches its maximum
on the s;;thern shore where the.A p ata zone reaches o

a 95 per. cent ;eovern and thereers.aneextenslve fishefauna.
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extfhsxve elkhorn coral EOverage and denSE‘gorgonian

stands. Fish life is especially abundant here.

About .6 km southeast off Ponce is Isla Caja de
Muertos (Fig. 43) which presents highest reef development
‘on its northeastern shore. Specially notable of this
reef is its complex high relief lagoon which supports
a large variety of benthic and nektonic fauna.

Off Ponce lie numerous mangrove islets fringed by
coral reef (Isla del Frio, Isla de Cardona, Isla de Ratones,

and Cayo Cardona) (Fig. 44). These present stands of

Acropora palmata surprisingly dense for these silt laden

waters. Secleractinian coral growth, though, is sparse

tlvely unfcuched‘mangxpyé"forést~éhfthe7 R
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Fig. 42. Cayo Berberi{a off Santa Isabel. Highest reef
development in south coast.
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Fig. 43.
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Isla Caja de Muertos. off Ponce.
development in eastern coast.

Highest reef
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Fig. 44, Cayo off Ponce. Arrecife Ratones can be seen at left.
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in deeper waters where gorgonians dominate.

About 2.5 km south of Ponce is also Bajo Tasmanian,
an area of prolific coral growth. Bajo Tasmanian con-
sists of a two leveled platform (Beach, 1975). The nor-
thern level ranges in depth from g{téflz meters apdrthe
southern between 18 and 24 meters. »&héfstaghorn coral
(Acropora cervicbrnis) is particularly abundant over much
of thislower level. At the shelf edge of this lower
level are large shingle-like gfowtbs oﬁggargghs massive -

corals. - ' ’, o -* ‘#_” _

. .

The industrial development,oanahla Guayanllla and'i

Tallaboa haye 51gn1flcantly altered thahnatural.toastal_aﬂﬂ"

T et

features and offShore reefs:of th ~ Sl _;?5?;‘

Tallabod (Fig:fi_?

f§§'3t&;*at prassnf“~nn&br &1gh'stress.~_'
. T T -
conditions due mainly to 31ltaﬁ§bn by—perlodlc dredging

of ship channels propeller stirring (Fig. 45a) and also
to the discharge of bilge water containing oily wastes
into the water as well as the industrial effluents which
are presently descharged into this bay. Living coral
cover in shallow reef areas off Tallaboa is close to zero

with some isolated heads of Acropora palmata and Millepora

complanata still surviving in the seaward side. Generally

these zones of dead coral are continued south by sparse
gorgonian growth and then by slightly higher living,
massive coral cover at the reef slope where the sediment

appafently does not accumulate. Off Punta Verraco (Fig. 46)
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Stressed reefs off Tallaboa.
complex close’'to reef area.

Note oil refining
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Fig. 45a.
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Ship stationed between Cayo Rio and Cayc Palomas
in Tallaboa Bay.
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Reefs off Punta Verraco, Guayanilla.
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is a reef which has an extznsive Thalassia and Syringodium

bed on its reef flat. Stony coral cover in the shallow

front reef is very reduced with the zocanthid Palythoa

covering most of the CaCo0, framework: - In the deeper fore

re;f,is an extensive and quite healthyfcommunity of the

possibly more tolerant soft coral or gorgonians. .

An extensive submerged reef surrounds the coast from
Punta Ventana to Punta Vaquero, where it breaks the sur-
face here first as a fringing reef and later as a barrier
reef that protecfs Playa'Tamariﬁdo Bahia de ;a_;ﬁélléndﬁ
and Playa de Cafia Gorda (Flgs. 47 48) This reef~i§

almost totally’devoid of 11v1ng corai-and huge living

~ carpets of the fast-growlng-colonlaI'anemQQQS‘Zoanthus

and Palythoa lie over the dead coral framework.

West of Punta Jorobado coral reefs become more pro-
lific and complex fofming a series of provinces and brea-
king the surface as far as two nautical miles offshore.
These are the La Parguera reefs which not only protect
other important littoral communities such as mangroves
and Thalassia meadows but serve as their foundation
(Figs. 49-59).

Here, between the shelf edge and the coast, two
elongate reef systems, aligned approximately east-west
divide the shelf into an inner, middle and outer shelf.

Two theories have been presented to explain the pos-

sible origin of La Parguera reefs, these are:

7 8
i
i
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! Fig. 47. Fringing and patch reefs off Guénica.
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Fig. 48. Reefs protecting Playa Cafla Gorda, Guénica.
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.Patch reefs off Isla Cuevas.

50.

Fig.
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Fig. 51. E1l Palo - Atravesado reef.
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Margarita reef.

Fig. 52.
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San Cristobal reef

"Fig. 53.
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Laurel reef.
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Media Luna reef.
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Fig. 56. Enrique reef.
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Caracoles reef

La Gata -
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: " Fig. 58. Enmedio reef.
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Mario reef.
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(1) The major geological features of La Parguera
are a result of deformation of upper Cretacous limestones
(with 1nterbedded mudstones and volcanic rocks) into a
WNg FSE trending syncllne'uhose axis passes through Mague-
yes (Almy, 1969) * The northerft Ilmb of the- syncllne is
represented. by the La. Parguera hllls, ‘and p0551b1y, the
southern limb-by the treng of»corfl reefs on the shelf.
A longer exposure of the south limb éf the syncline to
attack by the surf zone él times of low sea levels would
result in a'lower relief:_ With a'rise in sea level follo-
wiﬁg the‘end of the last Pleistocene glaciation (Wiscoﬁéin),
the low limestone ridges on the shelf would have been gra-
dually submerged, _prov%dxngﬁpreferred sites for coral
growth and subseciuo;gjt ‘rétf formatlon (Glynn, 1973) _

(2) Kaye (1959) isof thé oplnlon that the reefs
'in these areas have developed on drowned, calcarenite
cuestas, which were formed as eolianite structures para-
llel to the shore during;the Wisconsin glacial period.

Present seismit‘evidence (Morelock et al, 1977) fits
the origin proposed by Kaye (1959) for the inner shelf
provinces. However, there is no data for the outer lines
of reefs and they may have formed according to the first
theory presented.

These reef systems, which are considered the counter-

' part of the reefs of La Cordillera, Fajardo, have been

subjected to comparably little pressure from industry or

b3

development. Limited amount of rainfall, minimum runnoff




L i and great quantities of organic matter contributed by
fringing mangroves nearby have also contributed to the
formation of these highly developed systems. Increased
inland deforestation of La Parguera limestones, proposéd
resort development, domestic waste discharges and close-
ness to heavy industrial areas, may impose in the near
future, a serious threat to these communities.

At this point, I will discuss one of the most spec; v
tacular reef systems of Puerto Rico: the shelf edge reef.

" A well developed submgrggd:barfief reéf borders much of

A

the shelf edge south of Pﬁéfio Rico. These systems Eave

l been most extensively studied in the southwestern shelf.

The top of this reef is shallower than further inshore

areas and at a debth‘of 17 to 25 m aféﬁéfp break in the
nearly level bottom occurs, dropping away at an angle of
up to 45 into the Caribbean. A buttressed spur and
groove formation (Figs. 60, 61, 62) has been observed for
more than 3 km on the shelf edge (Morelock et al, 1977).
Sand channels up to 6 m deep with vertical walls generally
less than 2 m wide and 20-30 m long are cut into the upper

insular slope. These have walls covered with encrusting

coral growth, algae, and boring sponges and are separated
by a wide coral buttress dominated by massive coral and
Agaricia having lushest growth at the shelf edge (Fig. 63).
These appear to be some type of surge channel which allows
movement of sand from the outer shelf to the slope (Morelock

L

et al, 1977). These sands form an obvious trail down the
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Fig. 60. Spur and groove system.
Observe high coral cover.

Fig. 61. Idem. Spur and groove g4
system. Note high coral cover,

specially Agaricla sp., lining
the sides of e grooves.




 Fig. 63. Diver working at

the shelf edge.
slope.
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F4g. 62. Idem. Note whip antiBdz™
Marians (black coral). Spur and

groove system. Note whip coral
(Stichopathes sp.) in the fore-

ground. Accumulated sand can bde
seen between spurs.

Note insular




_ Fig. 63. Diver working at

the shelf edge. Note insular

slope.
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F4g. 62. Idem. Note whip antifa-""
Marians (black coral). Spur and
groove system. Note whip coral
(Stichopathes sp.) in the fore-
ground. Accumulated sand can ove
seen between spurs.
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slope below each channel and have been traced below 70 m.
Coral growth is so intense on the walls that they some-
times roof over the grooves providing an excellent habi-

tat for a great variety and number—of fish. These grooves

i

contlnue northward formlng shaIlow channels (Flg‘ 64)
containing calcareous sand and co;a¥rrubbled(Qu1nn, 1972).
Iﬁey tend to branch and neander‘andnferminate gradually"
inﬁ&orai ridges which are aligned east te west g%fallel
to”the>shelf edge. These~coral ridges rise slightly to41
shallower depths and are covered “with dense staads of o {ﬂ*
gorgonians. Living coral cover- 1s redﬂBed here.»‘éand.
flat93 also parallel to the shelf edge, occur to the
north of the cpial radges. These~are sllghtly deeper - "~
thqnuxhe coral ridg;: and exhibit rlpple marks.

The slope, south of- the groove and spur system,
consists of cemented or dead coral pavement with little
relief below approximately 30 meters. Zonation is dras-
tic,dense stands of gorgonians and antipatharians increa-
sing downwards in relation to a decrease in stony herma-
typic corals.

Along shelf edge surveys, Morelock et al (1977)
observed areas where the upper 30 to 40 meters of the
slope are vertical. Where this occurs there are no grooves
and the general nature of the submerged reef is similar
to other Caribbean submerged reefs (MacIntire, 1972).

It is postulated that the reefs on the shelf edge

built up as barrier reefs during the Pleistocene low sea



Fig. 64. Low: relief. sand channels north of the
,-shelf edge. - - ) .

Fig. 65. sShelf edge. Note high coral cover. Insular shelf
edge. Note high coral cover.
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stand (Goreau and Burke, 1966). The shelf edge was sub-

jected to-interm: ttent surface drainage of water accumu- : - ted to
lated by wave action or runoff during this periods when
subaerial erosion occurred thus forming drainage channels.
No growth occurred on the floor of these incisions as a
result of continued scourings. As the reefs were drowned
by the rapid eustatic sea level rise over the last 4,000
years, these erosional features were enhanced by coral
growth forming the buttresses. Erosional processes con-
tinue at the present time, their rate being greater than

" accretion (by.coral gfbwth)vwhich is also affected by
boring spongés kéoréau, l9é6). .Currents o}'substantial
velocity (7.5 - 13.0 cm/sec.) move through the channels
preyentipé §eposition of coral larvae (Arneson, undated).
The shoréﬁard.ridges and sand flats described ea;lier
are generally shallower than the shelf edge and probably
were above the surf zone at the time of lower sea stand,
therefore not affected in the same way as the shelf edge
by contact with oncoming waves. They may be a more recent
phenomenon of coral growth and sediment entrapment in the
lower lying areas of the sand flats (Quinn, 1971). Goreau
(1966) has described a similar pattern in Jamaica. Quinn
(1971) also postulated that coral growth is lushiest near
the shelf edge (Fig. 65) on top of the spurs due to the
direct exposure to the oncoming wave trains which provide
a continual supply of nutrients.

Coral reef development along the west coast of Puerto

Rico can be considered from fair to moderate in relation
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“té6 éither the northeast or the southwest coast&*"Batween
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Cabo Rojo and Mayaguez there are various sporadic frin-

ging reefs (Figs. 66, 67) which appear to be suffering

.. from high turbidity of the water, unusually slight wave

action and heavy land drainage. The broad bank that lies
immediately offshore not only minimizes wave action against
the shore by reducing wave energy but also limits the

amount of ocean water available for diluting land drainage
(Kaye, 1959). Siltation, due to sugar growing activities

and especiaily;ﬂtp inbfeasing'industria{.and housing_develop-
ment and low sélihities caused by the diséharge of Rio
Guanajibo during fall are other factors threatening these
reefs .(Kolehmainen and Biaggi, 1975) ‘and Morelock (per-
sonal communication). T |

These fringing reefs are generally wanting in stony
corals but possess spectacular dense "forests" of large -
sized gorgonians (soft corals). Living stony corals are
presently being covered by mats of macroalgae (Kolehmainen,
1974).

Offshore reef areas (Fig. 68) include Escollo Negro,
Arrecife Tourmaline, Las Coronas, Escollo Rodr{guez, Cayo
Fanduco, Manchas Interiores, Manchas Exteriores, Arrecife
Peregrina, and Gallardo.

Turbidity and sedimentation produced by resuspension
of local fine calcareous sediments during heavy, long-period
ground swells originating in the Atlantic Ocean mainly

during winter months were found by Cintron EE.&E; (1973),
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Fig. 66. Fringing reefs of the west coast. Alsc note
Cayo Ratones west of Joyuda Lagoon (upper right).
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Fig. 67. Fringing - barrier reef off Boguerdn.



Fig. 68.

Offshore
off spur

reefs of the west coast.
and groove system.

Square marks
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Kolehmainen (1974) and ‘toya (1974) to be the most impor-
tant factors affecting Arrecife Tourmaline during 1700
hour studies at an underwater habitat. Terrigenous sus-
pended sedimentsifrom the Guanajibo ﬁiverfand the pre-
sence of seston and plank;gnvin theAwater'belumn were
also found to increase water tufbidity during this

study. Montastrea cavernog!;#a coral species equipped

with many features that enable it to remove sediments
from its surface, was found to be the most importgpt reef-
-bu11d1ng coral in areas affected most by siltation. 1In

‘clear water reefs, this spe01es is an importantfreef-bull—

e

ding spe01es, but not the major one.,‘ ;:a<

. -',..-;_.“, = q“v - o

A low relleftspuraand groove systemathh sbundant
and diverse encrustlng coral growth characterlzes the
area of Escollo Negro marked in Fig. 68. Water trans-
parency and living coral cover are high. Shoreward, the
spur and groove system diminish in relief gradually disa-
ppearing. Gorgonian cover increases, stony corals being
then represented by small diameter head corals.

Las Coronas is a shallow (2-4 m) sand shoal colonized
principally by large sized gorgonians and occasional massive
corals. It extends east giving way to Cayo Fanduca which
is constituted essentially by the same fauna.

Manchas Interiores, Manchas Exteriores, and Arrecife
Peregrina also have low relief spur and groove systems

sloping more or less abruptly westward giving way to a

-~
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dense black coral-dominated fauna. Encrusting coral

growth with large pillar coral and gorgonians dominate
the shallower depths.

Escollo Rodriguez, situated about 1.6 km west of
Cafto Corazones is composed of a series of elongated
patch reefs. Large dead coral heads, probably.deposited
during storms, are permanently exposed. The rest of the
reef flat is exposed at low tide. This reef lacks any
zonation comparable to the other reefs mentioned. There .
is no back reef slope or apron as characteristic of southern
'Vygéfg."lﬁstead,-the reef flat drops abrﬁptly to deeper
back reef afeas where large éolonies of A. palmata occur
interspersed between clusters of various gorgonians.
_Other stony corals are very rare or absent. Acropora

cervicornis and Dendrogyra cilyndricus are common to some

extent. The reef is better developed on the northern end
where-a large Porites flat occurs. Fire coral and dead

Diploria and Montastrea heads overgrown by algae are

common. Very notable is the presence of crinoids in

rather shallow waters. To the west is also a rather abrupt
slope with very patchy coral growth. Even so, this is an
area of féirly high relief and fish life is abundant possi-
bly due to the abundance of sheltered areas. The reef,

in general, appears to be dying due to siltation by terri-
genous clays from the Guanajibo River. These observations
are based on a report by Schneidermann and Morelock (1973)

and on personal observations. '
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Bajo Gallard®™1% a well developed, relatively untouched
reef about.l1l3 kilometers west of Punta Aguila, Cabo Rojo.

It exhibits luxurious elkhorn coral growth and an abun-

et -
. L

‘ dant fish famna. ... T C T

North of Arrecife Peregrina to Pnnta nguero the in-

;"’lar shelf is very narrow’ (less than’~ 1 kilometer) and
has well developﬂd reefs at its outer . edge where the
bottom slopes steeply Stony corals, unusual gorgonlans
“and. black corals are abundant at depths of 15 to 40 m, .
bu; water transparéncy fs~quxte.varxable,-be1ng 1nf1uenced

by the Local;"rculat10n~and the dlscharge of the—nearby

P P -

rivers (Colin, 197& and“gersonal obserVEtlons)ﬂE e

;5 = Poor;yQEEQelqpod-frxngihg:reeff,f=nn313ting )rlmarrly
of partially:‘x:" gcrogcra. Qalma.gg Félk"hom cora.l‘ ‘and

3 r""‘ - R “"\--o-
sparse gbrgonians ‘6ceur’ on+the th side’ of the Rincon

Peninsula from Punta Higuero to Punta del Boqueron.

North of this point‘only scattered, undeveloped coral
growth occurs.

0ff Bajura, Isabela, on the north coast there is
an underwater cave system. This system is possibly rela-
ted to dissolution of the Aymamén limestone which under-
lays a ridge of young cemented sand dunes of the area.
Although not considered a coral reef, coral growth, espe-
cially by Agaricia (lettuce coral) colonies, is quite
dense on the outer walls and ledges of the caves (Figs. 69,

There appears to be a marked biotic zonation, possibly due

-
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70).
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-Plg. B9:* Bajura céves.

Fig. T1.
cave,

g
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:',’-

jura caves. Observe dense

Agaricla growth.

Large dead A. Qal mata colony inside
Its origin remains to be studied.
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to changes in light and current condltlons, from the various
| R g

entrances to the 1nter10r of these caves.
North of the town of Dorado is an extensive but highly

stressed reef frlnggng the shore (Flgure 72). Its reef

T e
-—~~" v-r

flat is about 1 S-meters deep where~se fhns (Gorgon;a) are
very abundant- (up t0*9 1nd1v1d.ils per square mexer) AR
Predomlnant stony corals are Q;plorla strlgpsa and D. c11vosa

m

The reef front is a hlgh relifed area w1th many dead coral

promontories overgrown.elther by algao or by other coral .
.~species” Depth increases seaward and about 100 meters ngith
. :*’_: . r“_,_,

PRSI

of the reef flat are small patch reef &t a depth of ZSameters

.."

w1th=abundant flSh fauna.

(Roberto Castro, personal communlcatlon),oreef development
on the north coast is reduced and cemented dunes are the
most important feature protecting our shorelines from the

severe buffeting of incoming high energy waves.




Fig. 72.

Reef off Dorado.
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- SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

1. Clockwise around the Island, starting at San Juan,
reefs of very high quality and extensiveness are present
in: (1) La Cordillera (including Plamino and Cayo Largo),
Fajardo; (2) Sargent Reef, Maunabo; (3) all offshore reef;
between Bahia de Jobos and Santa Isabel (including Berberia
and Caja de Muertos); (4) Ratones, Ponce; (5) offshore reefs
of La Parguera, Lajas; (6) Tourmaline and E1 Negro reef
complex, Mayaguez; and (7) submerged barrier reef at the
edge of the southern and western insular shelf.
Zi'éxfeﬁsive'coralireef degradéfion was oﬁserved in (clock-
wise from San Juan): (1) all reefs from San Juan to Las
Cabezas de San Juan; (2) inshore Fajardo reefs; (3) Humacao
reefs; (4) annalarrreef-off ?uerto.YéBucoa;'(é) inshorg

.Poﬁcé reefs; (6) all reefs off Bahia G&ayanilla and Bahia

de Tallaboa; (7) all reefs off and fringing Guénica; (8) all

kb west éoast inshore reefs (from Boquerdn to Rincdn); (9) reefs
off Arecibo; and (10) reefs off Dorado.

3. The most important stress appears to be siltation possibly
due to several causes such as upland vegetation clearing
which leads to accelerated runnoff, periodic inshore dredging,
nd altefations in sediment dynamics. Other stresses may

be caused by discharge of untreated or partically ;reated
;sewage into the sea of into streams and rivers and mechanical

-

amage by boat anchorage. Coral extraction, though localized,
4

resents a serious problem in the reefs off Fajardo.
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can still have high total diversity due to high relief which
creates a very diverse habita. Examples of this are the
monospecific zones of A. palmata. Due to the high relief
caused by extensive branching of this species, many other
fish and invertebrate fauna populate the underlaying areas\
This situation has been reported by Rogers (1977) for San
Cristdbal reef at La Parguera. Spur and groove areas also
have a high diversity due to their high relief.

7. Observed stressed reefs are characterized by a general
paucity of coral species and by areas overpopulated by fast
growing'speciéi.suéhtés £he kGibnial anemones or zoanthids.
A clear example are the Gudnica reefs. The shallow area of

these reefs are sometimes 100 per cent covered with either

- Zoanthus or-Palzthoa. To a lesser extent Guay:-nilla reefs

present similar conditions.

8. Another characteristic we observed in stressed reefs is

the over abundance of the sea urchin Diadema antillarum.

This condition is probably related to ample supplies of algae
which colonize the surfaces of dead corals. Also, reduced

predator populations (e.g. Balistes vetula) related to a

dying reef, may cause a Diadema population explosion. An
example of this are the inshore reefs of Fajardo, such as
Ahogado. In contract to this; was the outer non-stressed
Cayo Largo which presented a markedly reduced urchin

population.

9. Colony death by bioturbation is common on healthy reefs.
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Various stages of this process were observed at Cayo Largo,
Fajardo. Large sized parrot fish were seen accidehtally
knocking off branches of individual colonies of A. palmata.
Consequently, "holes" were made on the otherwise 100 per
cent A. palmata covered zones. These "holes" are later

colonized by rapid growing species such as M. complanata.

10. Gorgonian populations were observed to thrive under
conditions of heavy siltation and high turbidity. Apparently
healthy and dense gorgonian stands were obsegved on the
deeper zones of reefs off Ggén@ca, Guayanilla, and Ponce.

11 Stony corals wéié-@i#@ob;eriéé td‘thriVe onr sloping
surfaces in areas with high rates of sedimentation. Due to
the nature of sloping surfaces, sediments appear to flow by
gravity to the: reef base. This is apparent on the fore reef
sloﬁe df Cayo Caribé, off TallaboélBay. .

12. Inshore reefs of La Parguera, although apparently under-

developed, present areas of very high coral species diversity
as shown by the fore slope of Cayo Collado, La Parguera.
This, however, may be due to the development of large numbers
of small-sized colonies on available, unoccupied substrates.
13. Areas of high water turbidity due to high amounts of

fine sediments in suspension permit coral growth on shallow
level surfaces. This is apparent in Humacao where A. palmatd
growth is fairly abundant. Wave action at the surface does
not permit the sediments to settle over the corals. Living

coral cover, though, decreases sharply with depth due to

water turbidity. -
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14. During the end of the field data gathering period
(August 30, 1979) two tropical storms, one of them (David)
of considerable magnitude buffeted the island causing
extensive reef damage especially in the shallower outer
reefs of the east and south coast. Some of these reefs are
under very heavy stress and their ability to recover in the
near future is seriously questioned by several reef scientists.
15. We conclude that the acceptance of ecological principles

is mandatory if the environmental integrity of the reef

ecosystem is to be maintained in the face of development.

Taking into account the extensive damage made by the two:
mentioned tropical storms, it seems reasonable to state
that an additional stress may seriously impair the natural

capacity of this ecosysteém to recover.
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RECOMMENDAT IONS

1. Pollution research has always been weighted towards
public health aspects. It is not always sufficiently
recognized by pollution scientists with a public health
background, that water containing levels of pollutants
which do not threaten human health directly are destructive
to aquatic communities (Johannes, 1975). Water pollution
research in relation to benthic marine commun;ties should
be promoted and sponsored by the Department of Natural
Resdhftes.in coérdination with the“Envirbﬁhental Quality
Board and the University of Puerto Rico. This research

should aid in the modification, if necessary, of our water

-pollution laws and }egulations. o T et

2. The enacfﬁent and effecti§é enforcement of apbroériate
laws, andithe public censure of polluters can only be brought
about when the public is made aware of their value. The most
important step in deterring both the corporate and the indi-
v1dual polluter is thus education (Johannes, 1975), We think
it should be of high priority to the Coastal Zone Management
Division to prepare televised educational programs for the
public in general in order to create consciousness of the
importance of this and 6ther‘important coastal ecosystems.

Several public information booklets have already been prepared

by this Division.
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3. Reef areas which because of their quality and extensiveness
should be included among the Natural Reserves are: (1) La
Cordillera, Fajardo, (including Palomino and Cayo Largo);

(2) Sargent Reef, Maunabo; (3) and offshore reefs between
Bahia de Jobos and Santa Isabel (including Berberia and "~
Caja de Muertos); (4) Cayo Ratones, Ponce; and (5) Tourmaline
and E1 Negro reef complex.

4. The underwater caves off Bajura, Isabela, should be
considered an important'and potential touristic diving
attraction. Safg;y measures, such as mark;ng its_diverse
-entrances and exits, should be taken by this:Dep;rtméﬁt.' 

5. Coastal Zone Management Division should prepare booklets
with the followin recommendations to divers and boaters:

| a) Boat anchors - These never “should be dropped on. top

of a reef. Daﬁages by dding ﬁhis'aré the tearing
up of coral when it hits, the continued slashing

of coral while the boat is anchored and the tearing
of more coral when the anchor is hauled up. A
Danforth-type anchor should be used by dropping it
in a sandy patch and letting the boat drift over
the reef.

b) Sitting and standing on coral - This not only causes

breakage of branching corals but abrades and injures
tissue which can then be infected by algae. Holding
onto coral can have the same consequences. Dead

coral and bottom rocks should be used for this purpose,.
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c) Shell collection - Pry-bars should never be used to

2

dislodge and turn over coral heads.
d) Spear fishing - Coral injury from flying spear
shalts and working a fish in a cave can be very

severe.

6. Laws requiring the replanting of land cleared of vegetation
have been poorly enforced in the past. We recommend that
these actions be monitored by these Department in order to

reduce reef siltation.

7. In summary, we recommend the active involvement of this

bepartment in ﬁbmiﬁg.actionsfguth;as dredging, upland de-
forestation, etc., which could result in the serious impairment
of the natural abilities of the reef ecosystem to repair

- itself and .recover after the past tropicél storms.. The new
" erosion regulation heing preﬁafea by the Coéstal Zone Management i
Division should, by all means, include the control of upland _
deforestation.

This active involvement is completely necessary if the

policy of this Department favors the preservation of these most

important and endangered Puerto Rican natural resources.
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Table 1. :
Reef : locality : Zomation : Diver-: Equita- : { Coral: Main :
North enst : * sity ! bility 1 cover :Component : OBSTRVYATIONS
p.’u;[l Cabo Tajardo ° . .
gnn ud u : * . !
‘oo rdina tes : : : : : :
::: ]ﬂ‘~22. l" : Reef ' ;I_\.m!m_g;g . Colonies heavlly sllted. Gorgonlans common.
onr. 65°37.2 ; crest - s -~ :5-10 . and :
: : : : - ":M.complanita:
I3 . . . ) ré
! palmata  } : : f >, '
. zone .- V- L= A. palmata_ . Very sparse growth. Many dead and overturned colonles.
: : : : : i
Slope ;—- -- s - :llcad corals :C(')lonles of the hydrocoral Stylaster common.
, K : ] : ‘and Agaricla
. ; : : ; : :
: : ; :
RE‘ARKS : ‘Heavlly stressed rcef probably due to discharge from Rig Fajardo.
\' B ]
i
)
. -
=
| [
! (%]
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Table 6. N
Pcef : locality : Zemation : Diver-: Fquita- : V Coral: Main :
: ! sity ! bility 1 cover ‘Component : OBSERVATIONS
1 Largo Fajardo : : . :
ToordInates : : H : B :
l.at. 18°18.8' H : H : H : ‘ ]
Lonp. : Reef : : : : ; Very abundant A. palmata with different shapes related (o degree
65°34. 8 : crest : 0 HER ;100 i A. palmata : of exposure. Very occasslional growth of M. complanata where
H : : K ) : : "holes” in the dense A. palmata occur.
: : : K -2 :
' . palmata - ’ g . Cover is slightly reduced. This area ends rather abruptly giving
! . zone - V- . 75 . .A. palmata | way to the mix zone. ’
) : : : H : :
' : Mix : : : H : Area of medium rellef wilth very high number of coral speciles.
! 20ne ¢t LS8  0.72 25 R ¢ Dlversity lower than in the slope due to patchiness of coral
; ; : ! : * distribution. M. anuularts, A. palmata, P, porites, M, complanata
N : ‘ and gorgontans common.
; : : : : :
. Slope . Loz ; 0.63 .35 . A.cervicornis.' Zone of low relief dominated by A. cervicornis on upper slope and
: : : . : and yargo- ., by gorgonlans on lower slope, P. porites very comman. Small
: : : . : nlans :+ head corals common, Hul
| . : 3 3 : : f
) ! Reef : : : : T
P flat P P P P P. porites } Porites biotope very weli developed covering extense aieas .
- Absence of Diadema and other urchins Is nolable.
REARKS: Reef terminates casiward wilh a bare sand “halo" about 8 meters wide after which a very healthy Thilassia bed starts. Targe "halo" may be
due to an extensive ichthyofauna. Numerous Queen Conch (stromhus ylgas) were present in this bed. Paucity of sea urchins in the reef

flat may be due to very low coral mortality which are overgrown by algae and grjized by these echinoids . Within the reel crest sogactimes is
N apparent the effect of bloturbalion (coral breakage by fish In this case). Apertures on the dense ¢one are then colonized by M. complanala_
and plate-like colonies of P, asleroldes. Several slages of this process were observed. This is a relatively untouched reef of great

complexity which deserves [urther study.
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Table 7. .
Peef : locality : Zonatlion : Diver-: Fquita- : V Coral: Main : ,
Romos T ! sity ¢! hility 1 cover :Component . : OBSERVATIONS
(West)  Fajardo : : : : ‘ :
Toordinates : : : t : :
Lat. 1818.9 : : : H : :
Lonr. 5°36.6 : ; : s : :
Red . M complanata absént. Small D. strigosa common. Large M.annul.
; crest : =" : - .= A. palmaty ;c0lonles wilh dead areas on their lop parts. Colpophyllla common,
:  Slope HEE HEE HEES :Gorgonlans : High gorgonian density. A. cervicornis and S. siderea common.
' Reef : : ; : :
. flat : -- . -- == .algae . Dead coral colonized malnly by several algal species. P. asteroide:
: : : . : . common. Sparse A. palmata increasing westward.
. : : : EH :
: S ; :
: : : : : 2t

REMARKS: West of the slope are dead A.cervicornis patches,

coral cover low,

a "halo” a.boul 3m wide and 8 Thalassia - Syringodium bed. Silitation evident. Living

.t
'
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Table 10.

Slope

gorgyonians

Peef : Locality Tonation : Piver-: Fquita- v\ Coral): Main :
tosity bility cover _:Component OBSTERVATIONS
Santlagyo Humacao
Coordinates : : T -
lat. 18°09.5 : : Colonles of very diverse shapes and with no deflalte orlentation.
Lonp. 66°44.0' ° palmata : . ¢ Thesec allernate with gorgonlans. In shallower areas, M,
’ zone -- -- 60-70 : A, palinata * complanata Is common, Smeall head corals, common.
--= -- -- Large heads of M. annularls common.

ve eolpe a0 00 44 40 cefae 2u a0 2e 4w es
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REMARKS: Reef terminates with n'area of very sparse gorgonlan growgh.
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This reef Is consldered as decaylng and unhealthy,

.
Table 11.
Reef & Locality : Zonatlon : Diver-: Fquita- : { Coral: Main : .
: ! sity ! bility | cover :Componcmt OBRSERVATIONS
Guayama  Arroyo ; ; : , :
Coordinates : : : ! : :
lLat. 17956. 5" . : . : : : Reef crest  fragmented into numerous patches where elther of the
lLonp. 66"01. 5 : Reef : : : . :A.palmata . (wo princlpal components dominate according to the degree of
' : crest R V- e tand M. com- : exposure. P. porites an important reef crest component A,
: : : : ! planata ! cervicornls and M. annularls common. 60% of A. palmata dead.
' paimata ! i : : :
. zone L= Lo 2 as " A.palmata . Reduced cover and many colonles dead.
.1 Mix : : : <t :
! a20ne HEE HIE R v i Gorgonlans : Gorgonlans very small in height. Dead A. cervicornis common.
; ; : f " i
' : : : ; : 2
; ; : : : :
: Dead A, : : : . N
. cervicornls ; -~ r - v - . A.cervicornls, Very few gorgonians present,
: zone : : : : v
H : : : : o,
PEMARKS: - ' '
- Southward of the dead A. cervicornls zone the depth Iricreases gradually to the edge of the shelf. Sparse gorgonians are present here.

-
s
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. . - . . . 1]
Peef : Localitvy : Zopnation : Diver-: EBquita- : t Coral: Main : ’
: ! sity ! bility 1 cover :Component : OBSFRVATI!IONS '
Las Mareas Guayama ‘! : : : : ‘ LI i
Coordinates : : : : : : ;
Lat., 17°85.8° : : : ' : ¢,
Lonp. gge08.5' ! Reef : : : ; ‘Princlpal algal components are Dyctlopterls, Hallmeda and Dyctlota,
. flat s -- . == = :Mgae “These cover almost 95% of the avallable substrate, Shoreward the
: : : : : :«cover s reduced.’ '
H : : : :Encrusting :Many over hanging ledges Indlcating eroslonal processes. Where this
¢ Slope De- Io—- .- ‘sponges and ‘zone merges with the reef flat there are extenslve plts made by the
: ; : ‘algac ‘sea urchin Echinomeltra lucuntar, !
I ; : : : : g
“Fore - ' . . Very abundant urchin plts. Promontories of high rellef overgrown
: reef” ¢ -- 7 - r-— : Echinumetra  : to different extent. These probably represent collapsed ledges.
: HEN : : lucunter H .
: : : : . »
: : ; : : o )

RE‘IARXS:

‘No living corals apart from Millepora squarrosa and Slderastrea radlans were obscrved. Tu?bldlw of the water was very high., No gorgonlans were

observed,

Shoreward from the reef flat Is a Thalassla bed followed by a Syringndium bed . Belween the latter bed (nd the shore Is a

depression where large amount of broken off algal fragments collect. (Obscrvations based on Torres 1978 and personal vislts to the arca),

[(92]
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Table 14.

Pee({ : Locality : lonation : Diver-: Fguita- : \ Coral: Main :
: ! sity ! bility | cover :Componcnt : OBSTRVATIONS
Pajaros  Salinas : ; : : 5 :
Coordinates : : : : : :
Lat. » ' : H : : : :
'-;'t\f' IZ.SS..;). : Reef : : : : ;- Fragmented into butiressess about 3m In rellef and overwash,
66°15. * : crest t - ¢ - . : M.complana: D. cliyosa and A, palata common. Ictyofauna abundant possibly
: : : : . ! due to the highly sheliered area. Encrusting sponge Cliona common
‘ palmata ! X ; : : ‘
! zone T .- .- To-- . A.palmata | Well developed.
. : Mix zone : H : { gorgonlans [ .
¢ and slope -~ Po-- ¢ -- * and head * Simtlar o Morrillos, Sallnas.
: : i : fcormls ~
' : : : : : .

!

REYARKS: The north side of this cay Is highly stressed with many dead aid overturned colonies.
b
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Table 15.
Peef : Locality : Zonation : Diver-: Fquita- : 3 Coral: Main : .
: sty ! bility 1 cover :Component : OBSERVATIONS
Morriilos  Salinas : : :
Coordimates : : : ' : :
' : H : H . H Lo
::‘ft\!' 17"55'8. : Reel . : : : : Very wide zone (fom north to south). Buttressess about 2m ia
X ’ © 66°15.3 : crest - 1o i-- : M, complanait rellefl present. Coralline algae avery important component
: : : : : * of this zone, Sand channels oriented N-35 between the
: : : . : : bullressess. Dead coral present In the channels,
f palmata ' -- . -- -- ‘ ' A.palmata Slightly deeper sand channels In this zone, No dead coral. just °
¢ zone . : . . .. bare sand tn the channels.
: ‘ : : H : g :
: ; : ; a :
! ‘i Mix zone : : : ! Head corals !, Mi. qvernosa, Meandrina nieandrites, S. radians. I, rigida, C.
_ ¢ and slope @ -- -~ Poe- ‘ and goryo- ° ‘natans and D._surlgosa common,
: : : : : ‘ nians v
j . M M H . R . 7
. ; : . ' .
: ; : P .

. REMARKS : : .
’ —————— Mangrove vagetallon present.

(93]
~1
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Table 16 .

rara e 8L gy S

Patoncs Salinas

Mver-

sity

Coordlinates

I.Onr.66tl7‘s.

0.38

R
w0
-

i
)
~
)

0,36

>

®e 80 24 o0 as %a)ee 0s 42 20 2o 02las o o aa ="

:Component 2 OBSERVATIONS
:ﬁ. palmata common.

;ﬁnl thoa common. Zone of coarse bare sand bctween crest

.and palmata zone.

T eofne satsc oo oo se[se oa oo oo ve as|we o0

» R . . . .
Gorponians very abundant amddominant in upper mix zone.

JMassive corals dominant near reef base. Mycetophyllia
.and Oculina common

a0 2o oo e,

®° %% #0 or oo e eg e os sw o solae en 95 2o wo cofes o o0 oo s 4a0e 2s mo 2e oo velee e 0w ae oo

®% 4 8% 20 sc 4cles 00 s 40 00 oo ee o0 sm we 20 20 )as 0 o0 42 se salen om ue w4 s osfve 4o oe .
®a a8 ve wa o0 oo [ne a6 sa on ae se]e

RE'ARKS: Seaward of the reef crest
Farther south depth decrcases asrapidly to a zone where medium relief mounds occur. =
M. complanata grows on top of these structures,

is an

abrupt slope Jeadiny to a barc sand area with occassional isolated small head corals.

8¢T
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Table 18.

1 Cdrnl: Hain

Peef : Locality
:Component

Cabuzosos Santa Isabel

~ Coordinates

3
o
-
]

1>

l

A.cervicornls

]
1
!
'

o se we ae

47 solea 4e 20 20 oo wvlee s 4o 28 0o sm|ve oy ve e €m se|oe o

>

.
.

L}
+
[}
1

[

®e mo o2 s 4o asfas ay oo se so colec e ve 98 26 Cejee o0 e o2 00 calas 9a sa c0 o an)ea o se oo oo

% ¢4 4s 90 o s esce av vo 2o 9o a0 8 tn ve o eoew e ca oo 2o sw|ae ae 44 4o e cofoe v se o e
e oo 00 45 80 sefee oo v @0 24 woee 06 0o ¢4 #s oo 2o 40 oo 20 o |ue os eo =% o0 woloe we €5 an s
20 te a0 op o0 su|ee as as 29 e so|ea oo we 02 ve ee[ne ov 20 20 2o 4e|es 2s 20 44 00 wolos oo wmm on o»

PO I T Y

OBSTRVATIONS

Sinall Diplorta clivasa and D. strigosa forinan Important component
Calcarcous algae also very common,
About 30% of the avallable substrate Is vac lonized

of this ares. Palythoa common.

Cover increases seaward.

Both components very abundant. M. annularis. P. asteroides,
Dendrogyra cllyndricus and Colpophyllis natans common.

. cavernosa, M. lamarckiana, Dichococnia stokessil, |. sinuosa,
aslerotides and several sponges common,

>

‘ .
* Well developed Parites biotope and farther north a

&

f

‘ bed mixed with Porltes.
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Table 20. . o
v L]
Pecf : locality : Zenation : Diver-: Equita- : \ Coral: Main :
- : * sity ¢ billty | cover :Component OBSERVATIONS
Cardona Ponce ‘ : . . . .
Coordinates : : : : H :
Lat,® : : : : : :
l:‘:‘l’ 17’57.5: . Reef : : : : . High cover. Low relicf mounds with M. comrlanata growing
66°38.1 : crest : -- : -- : 75 ;L/I.ggrgp_].maﬂ on thelr tops at slightly deeper areas scaward of the crest.
: : : : : : Palythoa common,
f palnata °* : High cover far high water turbidity present. Cover increases -
. zone - -- . 20-4S  A.palinata | scaward.
: : : : H] s
S N : : H :Gorgonjans
: gorgonian : : " :and occasslo-: Sparse growth,
: zone N -~ : -- ‘nal A. palmata®
: : : X )
. . . . . . R

Gorgonian zone commences seaward of the fore reef slope and contlnues for an unknown distance. Small head corals occur here.

' RE*IARKS:

t1

-
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Table 22.

e

:Dori't(‘,s_ 3

. .

e

Peef ¢ Locality : Zenation : Diver-: Fquita- : { Coral: Main : ,
: i sity ¢ bility 1 cover :Component : OBSERVATIONS
Carihe Tallabea : : : S :
B Ray : : : : : :
Coordinates : : : : : H
Lat., 17°*SAR,2° ! Nead : : : : *Arca consistinp mainly of coral rubble with Palythoa
1 . . . . . ; r 1y Talythoa
ONT-66%44,.0* ¢ coral : . : * DPead .and Millepora colonizinpg parts of the dead coral,
*  zone - : -- - : coral :Isolated A, palmata colonies, \
3 Former f f E f
. mix : . : . .
! zone Poe- : -- Poo-- ¢ Sporadical 901 .of zone is bare sand,
: : : : : porponians’
: : : : : ‘Gorponion density incrcases in slope. M. caverngsa,
! Slope Po-- : -- Po-- !Gorponian M, annularis, D. clivosa, and Dendropyra <cylindricus
: : : : : !Common, ‘lortality reduced,
1 Reef : : : ~:T)lnlnssia ftarge bare sand arcas. Manprove islet present,
: flat -- : -- t - Lrand I,

PE'YARKS :

o ve 8o e as e

Shallow parts of this rcef are dead possibly due to neaby dredginp and ship traffic which stir up the sedif@its thus

smothering corals,

deposited on coral's surface.
Fish life is sparse in the dead zone whiTe quitd, abundant on slope.

The slope, however, seems mormal possibly becanse scdiment runsdown thegieef base”wWithout being
Isolated A. palnata celonies in the dead zone may signify hipher individual tolerance.

1
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Figure 103
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